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Rector’s Report  
2020 – 2021
Pontifical Beda College, Rome
Canon Philip Gillespie

A year like no other

As you will read elsewhere in the Beda Review, on 
Monday 17th May 2021 Gabriella Gallinacci retired 
after 43 years at the College. The weather was kind 
to us and we were able to gather before lunch in 
the garden to make a formal farewell and to give 
her some small gifts to mark her years of service. 
The student body were extremely generous in their 
donations and warm in their tribute to the way in 
which Gabriella and indeed all the personale have 
served us over the years. Her retirement reminds us 
that nothing stands still within life; people come and go and we need to adapt 
to the passing of the years – or as one Bishop put it we need to be “nimble” in 
our approach. If we needed to be taught that lesson, then the past 18 months 
have certainly been a crash-course.

March to June 2020

For those who thought that the return of half of the student body in March 2020 
would be for a matter of weeks, the unfolding of the Coronavirus pandemic 
through the past 12 months has come as something of a shock! When on March 
11th 2020, we gave the choice to the seminarians either to remain at College or 
return to their respective homes/Dioceses, the House more or less split down 
the middle; those who stayed in College, albeit under restrictions both within 
the House and also those imposed by the Italian State, were able to maintain the 
cursus of our prayer, common life and study throughout the following months 
which culminated with a much pared down and reduced celebration of the 
College Feast (St Bede, May 25th) and also the celebration of the Ordination to 
the Diaconate of 6 of our students on June 17th. The Ordination was for obvious 
reasons not held in the Basilica of St Paul but in the College Chapel and the 
Ordaining Prelate was Cardinal James Harvey who very kindly crossed the road 
to do us this great service.
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Rector’s Report 2020-2021

The summer holidays and placements were naturally disrupted by the various 
lockdowns in the different countries from which our students hail but Dioceses 
were creative in their provision and it appears that all students had some degree 
of interaction with priests and pastoral situations in their Dioceses. In all of the 
above, Formation continued – not necessarily within the Seminary building but 
certainly through the guidance and challenge given during the pandemic.

September to December 2020

Our intake in September 2020 was robust – 11 Seminarians plus two candidates 
for the Anglican Ministry who were to be with us for a 6 week period as part 
of the now annual placements. The two Anglicans, studying through St John’s 
Durham, left us at the mid-Semester break in November as planned. We look 
forward to welcoming a further Anglican Ordinand in September of 2021, this 
time to stay with us through until Christmas. Sadly we had to curtail the normal 
Induction Period which meant that the new students have been unable to 
engage with travel within the country as we would have liked; in that sense it 
will have been an impoverished experience at the beginning of their time at 
the Beda – but we are sure that as individuals and as a year group, it will not 
hamper them, and indeed they are engaging as best they can with what Rome 
has to offer at this time.

The period from October through to Christmas was lived fruitfully in the College – 
most teaching was face to face but where necessary the DAD (Didattica a distanza, 
teaching at a distance) took over and, while not ideal, it was generally successful.

As we have all experienced in different ways and to different levels, the 
requirements of the pandemic protocols and preparations have been significant. 
For us here in College, the provision of hand sanitizer at multiple places around 
the College, individual portions of condiments and packaging for when people 
were in self-isolation, set places in the Refectory and Chapel, double sittings for 
all meals, regular PCR tests for all the members of the House have all come at a 
cost - not only in their impact upon the regular timetable but also on the College 
finances! However the saying Deus providebit has very much been true in these 
past months and, alongside the generous collaboration of particular individuals 
in the Student Body, a number of significant legacies have been received – and 
while naturally one-off they have come to us at just the right time!

Through all of this Annalisa has been a “strength and stay” as she has responded 
with wisdom and generosity to the myriad calls on her time, her organisational 
skills and her patience. She has been stalwart in her service of the College and 
that needs to be noted with gratitude.
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Rector’s Report 2020-2021

When the College broke for Christmas, some students returned home for the 
break while a larger number than usual made the decision to remain here 
in College. We were able, as a community of 24, to celebrate the Feasts of 
Christmastide in good style. Those who returned to their homes had to deal with 
the isolation and testing requirements in force in their respective countries.

In preparation for the end of the Brexit Transition period, the College applied 
for a Codice Fiscale for all UK students and also an Attestazione di Residenza 
from the local Municipal Authority; this meant that for their return journeys 
the UK students could prove that they had residency rights in Italy and were 
covered by the provisions and privileges of the Transition Period. We did all of 
this before Christmas out of what we thought was an excess of caution, but the 
reality of the early days of 2021 meant that we had reason to be very grateful 
that our returning students had an abundance of paperwork to satisfy the 
Border Agencies!

Gaining the Codice Fiscale and then the Attestazione for the UK students generated 
an immense amount of paperwork which is now safely lodged in Orietta’s office 
in files entitled Brexit, Covid and other disasters. She then progressed with the 
Codice Fiscale and Residenza documents for the other (non UK) students; not 
strictly necessary for the EU seminarians or those with a Permesso di Soggiorno 
(non EU seminarians) but experience taught us to be well prepared for anything! 
In order to access the Vaccinations through the Italian Health Authority we also 
signed-up all the Staff and Students for a Tessera Sanitaria, the Italian Health 
Card - which again required the filling in of many forms and the paying of many 
fees. We had hoped/presumed that the European Health Insurance Card or the 
newly introduced Global Health Insurance Card would gain us access to the roll-
out of vaccinations in Italy; sadly not.

January 2021 to May 2021

The roll-out of the Covid vaccine here in Italy was at the outset very slow, but 
then picked up pace. We thankfully found a way in which those resident at the 
Beda could be inscribed in the local health authority provision of the vaccine, 
and so, as age groups were called for their vaccinations, we could ensure that 
all the House received at least their first dose if not both doses: later on in May, 
the one-jab Johnson and Johnson vaccination arrived. 

January was a more regular month leading to a one week exam session in early 
February. There was then a short break which in reality was a week of staycation 
at College in that Italy was still under a form of lockdown which prohibited 
travel outside the Lazio Region, meant that restaurants and bars were closed of 
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an evening and that the country still had a curfew in place from 10pm to 5am . 
This was followed by our College Retreats; Years 1 and 2 had a preached retreat 
here in College lead by Mgr Peter Verity while Years 3 and 4 went to the Divine 
Word Missionaries House in Nemi under the guidance of Canon John Carlyle. 
For years 3 and 4 this was their Canonical Retreat for Diaconate (Year 3) and 
Priesthood (Year 4).

In the last week of February we began the Second Semester of teaching; some 
on-line, some face to face from the resident staff and from external professors. 
All proceeded well although the vaccine roll-out in Italy continued to be glacially 
slow. We made requests to the Vatican Health Authority to be included in any 
wider roll out of vaccinations beyond those inscribed in the Vatican Health 
Service (i.e. to extra territorial colleges, particularly given our age profile) but 
sadly on two occasions we received a polite but firm “No”.

Lent unfolded much as usual – but sadly the tradition of gathering at the 
Stational Churches was suspended and therefore we missed the opportunity to 
extend an invitation to people to “Come and have breakfast” when the Station 
Mass was held at the Basilica of St Paul (Wednesday of the 4th week of Lent).

Having celebrated Holy Thursday and Good Friday, the afternoon of Holy 
Saturday saw one of our Irish students taken into the Spallanzani hospital, 
suffering with Covid. This meant that the whole House was placed in lockdown, 
awaiting a test which was held on the Thursday of Easter Week. Thankfully 
all were negative and thankfully also the student in question was discharged 
from the hospital after some days and recovered in College. The Easter Vigil 
was celebrated by the Rector in an empty Chapel …but the Paschal Candle was 
blessed and the Triduum completed!

Sadly the post Easter break was mostly spent awaiting our testing (!) but when 
results came back negative for us all there was at least the opportunity for a 
couple of days “out and about” in Rome. The re-commencement of lectures in 
April was also around the time when the vaccine roll-out in Italy began to gather 
pace. It was always unclear whether vaccinations would allow people to avoid 
self-isolation on their return to their respective countries; however gaining the 
vaccine while still here in Italy at least gave a level of confidence and protection 
while they travelled. When the College Year ended in June we organised pre-
travel testing and certification; we sincerely hope that by October these things 
will be less of a cause for concern!

We decided to bring forward the date of the Diaconate Ordination – which this 
year was again presided over by Cardinal Harvey but in the more traditional 

Rector’s Report 2020-2021
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surroundings of the Papal Basilica. Five Deacons were ordained on Thursday 
10th June. We moved the date to allow people returning to their respective 
countries to fulfill any isolation requirements without impacting too much 
either on Priestly Ordination dates or planned pastoral placements.

Congratulations to our new Deacons; we look forward to their Ministry among 
us when they return in October.

Diaconate Ordination

Philip Bua – Diocese of Argyll and the Isles

Douglas Green – Archdiocese of Glasgow

Michael Harwood – Archdiocese of Liverpool

Francis McKendry – Archdiocese of Glasgow

Ignatius Tan – Archdiocese of Melbourne

We also wish Ad multos Annos to those who are leaving the Beda at the end 
of their four years. On behalf of the College, and on a personal level, I express 
gratitude to them for their engagement and generosity throughout their time 
with us in Rome. 

Priestly Ordinations

Matthew Bond – Diocese of Wrexham

Christopher Butler – Diocese of Leeds

Alexander Chow – Archdiocese of Melbourne

Anthony Grant – Diocese of Brentwood

Damien Locke – Diocese of Armidale

Ludvig Ludvigsen – Third Order Regular of Saint Francis, Sweden

Markus Ohlsson – Third Order Regular of Saint Francis, Sweden

Michael Smith – Diocese of East Anglia

––––––––––––––––––––

As we begin to emerge from the restrictions of the pandemic both in Europe 
and in the UK, I think we can be legitimately proud of the way in which the 
Beda has continued its core mission throughout this time of disruption. The 
adaptations and changes which we have had to implement over these past 
months will stand us in good stead for the years which lie ahead of us. 

Rector’s Report 2020-2021
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Editorial
Fr Michael Smith

Inevitably, in a college where students stay for four years and then leave, there are 
always “comings and goings” at the Beda. These “comings and goings”, however, 
are not just limited to the students. As the pages of this issue of the Review will 
demonstrate there have also been butter dishes, statues, books and much more! 

We’ve said goodbye to old acquaintances and welcomed new ones. After many 
faithful years of service we paid farewell to Gabriella who retired after 43 
years from her work in the Beda kitchen and Refectory. By means of several 
well-chosen gifts we showed our appreciation and we wish her a well-earned 
retirement on the beach and elsewhere in the years ahead. 

From beyond the walls we’ve been reassured that there is Life after the Beda by 
those who have gone before us – former students, now priests, active in pastoral 
ministry from the Western Isles of Scotland to the Eastern half of Australia.

On a sadder note, we learnt of the illness and death of Fr Kevin Alban O.Carm 
– former spiritual director and teacher here at the Beda. Mgr Roderick Strange 
knew him well and we publish in this issue the homily preached at a memorial 
mass for Fr Kevin on the Feast of St Matthias.

As always we’ve welcomed a new group of students whose origins, this year, 
stretch from Mauritius to Ireland. And we’ve said goodbye to those leaving to 
be ordained back home as they embark on their new adventures in pastoral 
ministry in Australia, Sweden, England and Wales.

Some members of the house have come, gone, and come back again – in their 
exploration of all things Italian and ecclesiastical – whenever the pandemic 
restrictions would allow. We hear of travels in the footsteps of St Benedict and 
also a journey of discovery into Southern Italy in the company of St Michael and 
Padre Pio among others.

To mark the 850th Anniversary of the martyrdom of St Thomas Becket we include 
a couple of articles which reflect on this significant event which still fascinates 
us today. We allow ourselves to be inspired by the lives of the saints as we 
continue to journey through the troubled waters caused by the pandemic upon 
which there is naturally much reflection in this issue. 

Lastly, but not least, a sincere thanks to all our contributors to this Beda Review 
and to you the readers – many thanks!
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Remembering  
Fr Kevin Alban O. Carm.
Mgr Roderick Strange

Homily preached at St Mary’s University, Twickenham  
on 14th May 2021- Feast of St Matthias

Acts i.15-17, 20-6; John xvii.9-17

There is by chance something appropriate about remembering Fr Kevin Alban 
on the feast of St Matthias. Matthias was the follower of Jesus who was elected 
to take Judas’s place among the Twelve, an election that, we are told, took 
place between the Lord’s Ascension and the descent of the Spirit at Pentecost. 
It’s appropriate because, like Matthias, Kevin was always, but not necessarily 
because there had been a Judas-like betrayal, ready generously to fill a gap or 
answer a need. 

The last time I met Kevin was when he came to see me in December. Walking 
into my study, the first thing he said was, “You’ve got more bookshelves.” Kevin 
loved books. His room was like a mini-library. Coming out of a bookshop once, 
he was stopped by a woman with a clipboard. She asked if he had a couple of 
minutes to spare. Of course, he had. Then she asked him how many books on 
average he bought in a year. As he paused to think, she said to him, “Now don’t 
be embarrassed. Some people just say six.” “Six,” Kevin replied, “SIX! In a month 
or possibly a week.” He loved books. And he also loved food. No-one would have 
described Kevin as a thin man. On one occasion, out for a meal with a friend of 
girth similar to his own, the waitress asked, as she cleared away the plates from 
the main course, whether he would like to see the dessert menu. “My friend and 
I,” Kevin told her, “do not look like this by refusing to see the dessert menu.”

After reading history at Balliol College, Oxford, Kevin at once joined the 
Carmelites; but some years later he left and soon afterwards went to live in 
Rome, teaching English as a foreign language. He did this so successfully that 
when, twelve years later, the company for which he worked decided to open 
an office in New York, they wanted to appoint Kevin as its director. The offer 
challenged him. It made him wonder what he really wanted to do with his life, 
and he decided that, if possible, he wanted to be a Carmelite after all. He asked 
to return and was welcomed back. Today’s Gospel instructs us to remain in 
the Lord’s love. That is what Kevin had been doing during those twelve years, 
working hard, but remaining in the Lord’s love.
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Once he had been ordained, he was soon back in Rome, at first for six years 
as secretary to his Order and then for a further six as its bursar. During most 
of that time he was also teaching at the Beda, where I was rector. An American 
Carmelite, Redemptus Valabek, who used to teach at the College, had died 
in a traffic accident in the States during the long vacation in 2003. Kevin, 
Matthias-like, offered to take his place, and taught with us for the next eleven 
years. He loved teaching and was a gifted teacher. Sometimes, when he was 
bursar, he would arrive to teach in the second half of the morning and then 
afterwards continue on his way to Fiumicino Airport to fly off for several days 
to visit Carmelite communities around the world, in Africa or India or America 
or elsewhere. 

Teaching was another of his great loves and after he returned to the UK in 2014, 
in spite of other duties and even when elected Prior Provincial in 2017, he still 
taught here at St Mary’s and at Allen Hall and at Blackfriars in Oxford. He loved 
to teach and could turn his hand to many subjects, for example, Church history, 
Ecclesiology, and Mariology, and especially, though not exclusively, he loved to 
share Carmelite spirituality. 

I remember him once using St Teresa’s image of stages of development in our 
lives of prayer: how we are like gardens that need to be well watered. At first, 
laboriously, it is like drawing buckets of water from a well and the work is hard. 
Later, however, it may become more like using a water-wheel, a windlass, that 
brings up more water and more easily. Then in time it may be rather as though 
a stream or brook is running through the garden, irrigating it still more readily, 
and finally God sends rain pouring down and the garden is watered effortlessly 
(see Teresa, Life, 11, §7). Our effort is overtaken by the Lord’s generosity. Kevin 
was always trying to open people up to receive God’s gifts effortlessly.

I sometimes went to confession to Kevin. On one recent occasion, he asked 
me, as a penance, to pray for those who did not share my gift of faith. How 
imaginative and wise that is. Since then, I have sometimes given it as a penance 
to others. He was always trying to open people up to receive God’s gifts.

May he rest in peace.

Mgr Roderick Strange is Professor of Theology at St Mary’s University 
Twickenham, and former Rector of the Beda College 1998 – 2015.

Remembering Fr Kevin Alban O. Carm.
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Year of St Joseph
Fr Michael Smith

Anyone proceeding down the main Beda College stairs on the way to Chapel 
in this year of 2021 may have noticed that something had changed. Instead of 
the reassuring presence of the Madonna and Child statue on its plinth there 
was now a similarly reassuring presence of the statue of a workman holding his 
basket of tools in stillness and peace. This statue of St Joseph, which provides 
our latest cover image for the Beda Review, was kindly lent by the FMDM sisters 
to mark the Year of St Joseph inaugurated by Pope Francis. This special year 
was marked by Francis’ Apostolic Letter Patris Corde published on the 150th 
Anniversary of the declaration of St Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. 
With so much currently written about this most silent of saints perhaps it is 
appropriate to simply include a short extract here from the Pope’s Apostolic 
Letter for reflection.

––––––––––––––––––––

The aim of this Apostolic Letter is to increase our love for this great saint, to 
encourage us to implore his intercession and to imitate his virtues and his zeal.

Indeed, the proper mission of the saints is not only to obtain miracles and graces, 
but to intercede for us before God, like Abraham and Moses, and like Jesus, the 
“one mediator” (1 Tim 2:5), who is our “advocate” with the Father (1 Jn 2:1) and 
who “always lives to make intercession for [us]” (Heb 7:25; cf. Rom 8:34).

The saints help all the faithful “to strive for the holiness and the perfection of 
their particular state of life”. Their lives are concrete proof that it is possible to 
put the Gospel into practice.

Jesus told us: “Learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart” (Mt 11:29). The 
lives of the saints too are examples  to be imitated. St Paul explicitly says this: 
“Be imitators of me!” (1 Cor 4:16). By his eloquent silence, St Joseph says the 
same.

Before the example of so many holy men and women, St Augustine asked 
himself: “What they could do, can you not also do?” And so he drew closer to 
his definitive conversion, when he could exclaim: “Late have I loved you, Beauty 
ever ancient, ever new!”
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We need only ask St Joseph for the grace of graces: our conversion. Let us now 
make our prayer to him:

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;

in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father

and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,

and defend us from every evil. Amen.

Year of St Joseph
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The Martyrdom of  
St Thomas Becket –  
850 years on
Fr Michael Smith

Before coming to the Beda, I would 
sometimes visit the large Catholic church 
in the centre of Cambridge – the city 
where I used to live and work. The church 
of Our Lady and the English Martyrs has 
many interesting features to recommend 
it, but one of the most memorable for 
me is found in the small side chapel to 
the left of the sanctuary where a stained 
glass window depicts the martyrdom of St 
Thomas of Canterbury – the patron saint 
of the English Pastoral Clergy.

The window shows the four knights 
approaching the kneeling prelate, swords 
drawn menacingly with the leading 
assailant’s arm raised to strike the first 
blow. The image includes other figures 
too: monks in the background startled 
but un-aiding and one figure holding 
a processional cross, arm outstretched in an attempt to arrest the downward 
trajectory of the deadly weapon. The identity of this brave defender is Edward 
Grim of Cambridge, who lost his arm in the process and later provided an eye-
witness account of the event. News of the Archbishop’s murder shocked Europe 
and, as we know, Canterbury became a major pilgrimage site because of the 
new saint and the many miracles worked through his intercession. 

Images of St Thomas, including his martyrdom, are many and widespread and 
as I write this article an exhibition is underway at the British Museum in London 
with the title Thomas Becket: murder and the making of a saint. The exhibition is 
partly accessible online (www.britishmuseum.org/exhibitions/thomas-becket-
murder-and-making-saint) and a virtual tour facilitates a remote appreciation of 
some of its contents. The curators, Naomi Speakman and Lloyd de Beer, provide 

Stained glass window, church of 
Our Lady and the English Martyrs, 
Cambridge (photo courtesy of Fr Alan 
Hodgson)
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some fascinating insights into the life and times of this figure who continues to 
hold a place in our imagination. 

The many artefacts on display include a beautiful reliquary casket in blue, 
green and red which would have been constructed no more than twenty years 
following the death of St Thomas. Dr de Beer highlights that this would have 
originally held a relic such as “a blood-splattered piece of Becket’s clothing or 
even a tiny fragment of his bone” but which has sadly long since gone. 

There is also a wax impression of Thomas’ personal seal which highlights his 
own origins. Thomas was born in Cheapside in 1118, of a merchant family, and 
his own sense of being a Londoner is reflected, according to Dr Speakman, in 
the seal’s Latin wording: Sigillvm Tome Lund – The Seal of Thomas of London. 

One of the most remarkable exhibits, to my mind, are stained glass windows 
from Canterbury Cathedral which have been carefully removed and relocated 
to the Museum for the exhibition, enabling their details to be appreciated at 
close range. As the online tour makes clear these windows formed part of major 
renovations required after a fire in September 1174 which “ripped through 
the east end of the cathedral destroying much of its beautiful interior”. Among 
other things these windows reveal the stories of some of the miraculous cures 
brought about through the intercession of St Thomas.

The timing of this exhibition is significant since the 29th December 2020 marked 
the 850 years anniversary of the martyrdom of this great saint which, as the 
curators point out, forms an episode that still greatly resonates with people 
today. It is a story of the clash between church and state. Although earlier in 
his career, as Henry’s Chancellor, Thomas was a trusted close friend of the 
King “the two men” says the exhibition 
“became engaged in a bitter dispute 
that culminated in his violent and public 
death.” 

Here in Rome, too, there are images of 
St Thomas the martyr. The Venerable 
English College hosts a mosaic of St 
Thomas holding the marytr’s palm with 
the deadly sword lodged in his head. 
Another image, in stained glass, depicts 
St Thomas about to be murdered by 
the four knights, with Edward Grim’s 
protecting arm also in view!

Mosaic in the Venerable English College 
(photo courtesy of Fr Peter Wygnanski)

The Martyrdom of St Thomas Becket – 850 years on
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Although the murder of St Thomas has 
strong elements of power and politics it 
is also a story of the cost of discipleship. 
In the brief introduction to St Thomas’ 
Feast Day for the 29th December the 
New CTS Daily Missal (People’s Edition, 
published 2012, p 3232) informs us that: 

His Episcopal consecration sparked off 
a religious conversion; he changed from 
being a “a patron of play-actors and a 
follower of hounds to being a shepherd of 
souls”. 

Conversion to Christ has a price, but 
this conversion is always infinitely more 
valuable than any price asked of us, and perhaps this is what Thomas came to 
realise. One of the Collect prayers provided in the missal for the Feast of St 
Thomas includes the following:

O God, who gave to your Bishop Saint Thomas
the grace to lay aside all earthly fear
and be faithful even unto death,
grant, we pray, at his intercession,
that your people disregarding worldly esteem
may resist what is wrong, uphold your rule
and serve you to their life’s end.

Not for nothing, given his own witness in the end, is he the patron of the English 
pastoral clergy and an example – as all martyrs are – to us all.

St Thomas Becket – pray for us.

Fr Michael Smith is now Assistant Priest in the Cathedral of St John the Baptist, 
Norwich, Diocese of East Anglia. 

Stained glass window in the Venerable 
English College (photo courtesy of Fr 
Peter Wygnanski)

The Martyrdom of St Thomas Becket – 850 years on
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St Alphege and  
Catholic Heritage in the 
Archdiocese of Southwark
Andrew Bishop

Some fifteen years ago when I was teaching in Deptford my school had an 
annual Founders’ Day service in Deptford parish church. One year, however, 
due to renovation work, the venue had to be moved to the Anglican Parish 
Church in Greenwich, St Alfege’s, about a mile away in the heart of the town – 
just a stone’s throw from the Cutty Sark. I not only discovered a beautiful and 
interesting place but, also discovered something of our Catholic history and 
heritage that links two Archbishops of Canterbury.

St Alfege’s Church, 
Greenwich 
(Source: Wikimedia, 
Richard Croft,  
St Alfege’s Church, 
licence CC BY-SA 2.0) 

The beautiful interior
(Source: Wikimedia, 

David Iliff, licence  
CC BY-SA 3.0)
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A Saxon Martyr

St Alfege’s stands on the spot where the saint was murdered by Danish Vikings 
on the 19th of April 1012. I have used the spelling from the church’s own website 
though Alphege seems more common: in Anglo-Saxon his name was Ælfheah. 

Alphege was one time Abbot of Bath Abbey, and later Bishop of Winchester 
before ending up as the Archbishop of Canterbury in 1006. He was presented 
with the pallium in Rome by Pope John XVIII. Unfortunately Alphege was robbed 
during his journey to Italy and once back in Canterbury encountered further 
trouble when the city was besieged and burned by the Danes in September 
1011. Alphege was taken prisoner, his captors demanding 3,000 marks as 
ransom. Seven months went by, but the bishop refused to countenance payment 
of the money since it would result in starvation for his people. Frustrated by 
their failure his captors tied him up during a drunken feast whilst encamped at 
Greenwich and threw ox bones at him until he was dead. 

One of the Danes, Thorkell the Tall, who had tried to stop the murder, carried 
Alphege’s body to St Paul’s in London for burial. Later, another Dane – King 
Canute – moved the saint’s body to Canterbury in 1023 where a shrine was 
built. Alphege was the first Archbishop of Canterbury to be martyred.

St Alfege’s Church itself collapsed and was largely rebuilt in the 18th century 
by Nicholas Hawkesmoor. The earlier medieval building is a possible place of 
baptism of the later Henry VIII who, as a child, was living in the nearby Royal 
Palace – where the Greenwich Royal Hospital is now. Another famous person 
with an association is the composer Thomas Tallis, buried in the chancel. 

St Alphege and St Thomas Beckett

St Thomas Beckett, murdered on the 29 December 1170 in Canterbury Cathedral, 
is one of the patrons of the Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark. Though the 
story of his martyrdom is well known, less well known is his connection with St 
Alphege. In his book The Book in the Cathedral: The Last Relic of Thomas Becket 
(Allen Lane/Penguin Books, 2020) historian Christopher de Hamel describes a 
key point of connection between these two men.

As Thomas’ situation grew more and more tense, he became aware of the fate 
that might await him and developed a devotion to his canonised and martyred 
predecessor buried in his cathedral. On Christmas Day 1170, in his final sermon 
he told his hearers that in addition to their earlier martyred archbishop they 
may soon gain another! Four days later at the point of his martyrdom St Alphege 
was among the saints invoked by Thomas in his last breath.

St Alphege and Catholic Heritage in the Archdiocese of Southwark
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De Hamel suggests that Thomas revered as a treasured possession an 
elaborately jewelled late Anglo-Saxon psalter which belonged to St Alphege. 
This still exists and can be traced in the records of the cathedral library as 
belonging to the Archbishops of Canterbury from the 11th century to the 16th 
century. At this point Elizabeth I’s Archbishop, Matthew Parker, placed it in his 
own library in Cambridge. Though both Thomas and Alphege were buried at 
Canterbury, their shrines and many of their relics were destroyed during the 
Reformation. The book was fortunate enough to have survived: in the 11th 
century books were not often considered to be relics as such, so the psalter 
was probably simply put back into the cathedral library after Alphege’s death 
and accordingly saved from destruction.

De Hamel points out that the psalter’s frontispiece contains a drawing of a 
figure known to have been added between 1023 and 1078, and is consistent 
with an image of St Alphege. A 16th century note at the end of the book links it 
to Archbishop Beckett and another Archbishop. The second name is not clear, 
but Hamel believes it was Alphege. It seems that Thomas carried this book with 
him when he was exiled in France. 

The even more fascinating possibility remains that Thomas was carrying it at 
the time of his martyrdom. We know that when the knights arrived, knowing he 
faced death, he picked up his cloak, his surplice, and his ring of office, before 
going out to meet his assailants. Did he also pick up the psalter? His final words 
suggest he did. At the very least Alphege was in his mind.

The idea is quite enthralling but of course we shall never know for sure. However, 
I do know that Canterbury Cathedral is well worth making a pilgrimage to. I 
always try to pray at the “murder spot” where Thomas met his end whenever 
I visit. The medieval stained glass and architecture, the cloisters and cathedral 
close are inspiring too. And the rest of the city is hardly devoid of interest. If 
you visit, try using your Beda student card to see if you can get a reduction or a 
waiver on the entrance fee!

Andrew Bishop is a Beda student from the Archdiocese of Southwark 

St Alphege and Catholic Heritage in the Archdiocese of Southwark
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Seven Churches  
Walk – “Spy Wednesday”  
31st March 2021
Andrew Bishop

Among the Holy Week traditions in Rome, 
one which is embraced by members of the 
Beda College, is the Seven Churches Walk. A 
group of Beda students normally undertakes 
this pilgrimage on the Wednesday before 
Easter. In 2020, due to the lockdown and 
pandemic, the Walk had not taken place at 
all. This year, in the weeks before Holy Week, 
when Lazio was placed in the Red Zone (the 
most restrictive level of measures intended 
to combat spread of the virus) it seemed 
likely that for the second year in a row we 
would be “confined to barracks.” We already knew that the Easter weekend 
itself would be Red – thereby precluding us from getting out and about. To 
everyone’s relief, however, the Italian Health Minister announced on the Friday 
before that Lazio’s Covid-19 figures had improved just enough for us to be in 
the Orange Zone - thus allowing the Walk to take place. 

So, we gathered in the chapel for the Rector’s blessing and were delighted to be 
on our way. The day dawned bright and sunny, and so it remained: not too hot 
or too cold, but just right - like Goldilocks’ 
porridge! After all the days we had spent 
cooped up in the seminary this felt indeed 
like a blessing and a grace, to be out in the 
fine weather in this wonderful city, taking 
in the sights and breathing the fresh air.

Maps had been provided, and the Beda 
folk set off in one’s, two’s and three’s. 
Although the usual direction was to walk 
from St Paul’s to the Vatican, many went 
“the wrong way round,” so as to be able to 
visit the church of San Lorenzo while it was 

The Rector blessing the pilgrims 
at the start of the Walk

The Route
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open in the morning. Some improved on tradition by using their bicycles rather 
than walking, and a little bird tells me that some of the house even caught a bus 
or the metro to go some of the way! 

However they went, they went, some thirty or so. And not just to do exercise 
and to take in the sun, but on a pilgrimage, to meditate and pray. As the Rector 
explained the tradition of the seven churches pilgrimage – Pellegrinaggio delle 
Sette Chiese – began with St Philip Neri from Florence, in the year 1551. On 
holidays he organised walks outside the city walls with church attendance 
and picnic. Later it became a fifteen mile pilgrimage. All four of the great 
papal basilicas are included among the seven; and at each church two of the 
14 Stations of the Cross are called to mind, then after a short time of prayer, 
reflection and a look around inside it is time to move on to the next destination. 
I have included some information here about each church with some photos 
from previous years – every one well worth a visit if you have the opportunity.

1 - San Paolo fuori le Mura

Rome’s second largest church is just over the road 
from our College. Here you will find the tomb of St 
Paul under the main altar. This basilica was destroyed 
by fire in 1823 and then rebuilt according to the 
original specifications. Above the saint’s tomb can 
be seen part of a metal chain used to bind St Paul when he was held prisoner 
before his martyrdom. Among many beautiful features the baptistery and 
monastic cloisters are well worth a visit.

San Lorenzo fuori le Mura (in bicicletta)

Seven Churches Walk
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2 - San Sebastiano fuori le Mura 

Close to the Catacombs of St Callixtus – about two 
miles, as the crow flies, east of St Paul’s - is the 
Church of St Sebastian. In the first chapel on the 
left stands the statue of St Sebastian by Giuseppe 
Giorgetti. According to tradition Sebastian was 
martyred towards the end of the third century during 
persecution by the Emperor Diocletian. Another 
martyr is also honoured here - Pope Fabian. Fabian 
was Bishop of Rome in the first half of the third 
century during the persecution by the Emperor 
Decius. It is in St Fabian’s honour that the Albani 
Chapel was constructed. Both saints share the same 
feast day - 20th January.

3 – San Giovani in Laterano

It is quite a long walk from St Sebastian northwards 
towards the city centre and the Lateran Basilica of St 
John. The route goes through a pleasant park before 
encountering the bustling city traffic. Known as 
Mother and head of all Churches on Earth this basilica is the Cathedral of Rome. 
The Pope who approved the rules of St Francis and St Dominic, Innocent III, is 
buried here. The main altar is said to contain relics of a wooden altar used by 
St Peter. Don’t miss the impressive octagonal Baptistery, a separate building, 
located behind the basilica.

4 – Santa Croce in Gerusalemme

About ten minutes’ walk further is Santa Croce in 
Gerusalemme. A number of relics are on display 
inside including fragments of the True Cross believed 
to have been brought back to Rome by St Helena, 
the mother of the Emperor Constantine. The church 
was originally the chapel of her palace. As for the 
name, Helena had the ground covered with soil from 
Jerusalem so the basilica itself is “in Jerusalem” in 
the sense that a “piece” of Jerusalem was moved to 
Rome for its foundation.

Seven Churches Walk
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5 – San Lorenzo fuori le Mura

The minor basilica of Saint Lawrence 
outside the Walls is one of Rome’s 
oldest churches and houses the relics 
not only of St Lawrence, but also of St 
Justin and St Stephen. At the far rear 
of the church is the tomb of Pope Pius 
IX, who was beatified in 2000 by Pope 
John Paul II. Pius IX, founder of the 
Beda College, was the longest-reigning Pope in history, having been Pope for 
over 32 years, from 1846 until his death in 1878. 

6 – Santa Maria Maggiore 

This is the oldest church in the west 
dedicated to Our Lady, built after the 
Council of Ephesus proclaimed her Mother 
of God in 431. The ceiling is a masterpiece 
of the Renaissance and the work of Giuliano 
da Sangallo. It is gilded with the first gold 
brought to Spain from the New World by 
Christopher Columbus. Under the high altar 
of the basilica are relics of the manger from 
Bethlehem – a spot where it is always the 
right time of year to sing a Christmas carol! 
Pope Francis, like many Popes before him, 
has often come to pray before the icon 
of Our Lady called Salus Populi Romani. 
Tradition attributes the painting to St Luke, 
and it is certainly very old.

7 – San Pietro in Vaticano

The most important relic to be found here is the tomb of St Peter. Around 
the year 66 the apostle was martyred on the Vatican Hill, crucified upside 
down because he felt unworthy to be crucified in the same way as Jesus. 
Michelangelo’s Pietà is one of the most famous sculptures in the world, and 
is located just inside the entrance to the basilica on the right hand side. The 
Chapel of St Sebastian now houses the body of St John Paul II. St John XXIII 
is beneath the Altar of Jerome. The magnificent St Peter’s Square includes 

Seven Churches Walk
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the ancient Egyptian obelisk, which contains a relic of the cross of Christ, and 
fountain of Carlo Maderno – all surrounded by those all-encompassing Bernini 
colonnades.

Here is Philip standing in the Via della Conciliazione – strangely empty due to 
the lack of tourists, with St Peter’s in sight at last. One upside to the pandemic is 
that we have been able to enjoy the beauties of Rome without having to share 
them with hordes of tourists. Nevertheless, we all fervently hope and pray that 
they will soon return and look forward to a more “normal” pilgrimage next year.

Andrew Bishop is a Beda student from the Archdiocese of Southwark 

Seven Churches Walk
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Reflections in  
Subiaco – Part 1
Peter Shankland

I was quite keen to get away from the College before lockdown as after Christmas 
it seemed there would be less opportunity to do so. I was keen to visit parts of 
Italy I’ve never been to before whilst here in Rome.

During my applicant’s year I had gone on two retreats to the Benedictine Abbey 
of Pluscarden in Scotland. I had been inspired by the monks there to learn more 
about St Benedict. Consequently to be able to see, during this visit to Subiaco, 
the cave where his spiritual life started was indeed a moving experience. 

The highlight of our trip to Subiaco was going 
to mass in the Monastery of St Benedict (some 
distance from the town itself) a few metres 
from the cave - even if it did involve climbing a 
steep hill at 7 o’clock in the morning with Frank 
McKendry (Beda student, Archdiocese of Glasgow) 
running up the hill in front us! The monastery itself 
offered a great vantage point, from which one of 
the photographs you see here was taken.

There was also a very nice church in the middle of 
the town of Subiaco itself, which we went to for 
evening mass during our visit. It was a beautiful 
church with a vibrant little community, and we 
made several brave attempts to keep up with 
their praying of the rosary in Italian! 

View from the Monastery of 
St Benedict

View from the Abbey 
Fortress (Rocca di 
Borgia or Rocca 
Abbaziale di Subiaco)
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A stunning castle, known as the Abbey 
Fortress (Rocca di Borgia or Rocca Abbaziale 
di Subiaco) is right in the centre of the town 
which also offered some spectacular views. 

This first trip out of Rome was thus a great 
success. It was not too expensive and 
there was plenty to see and do in the town 
of Subiaco. I would definitely go back - 
perhaps on a day trip - and I’m keen to get a 
look around the Monastery of St Scolastica 
(St Benedict’s sister) at a future date. 

My thanks go to Tom Hiney (Diocese of Portsmouth) for organising this enjoyable 
trip and to both Frank and Tom for their good company! 

Peter Shankland is a Beda student for the Archdiocese of St Andrews and 
Edinburgh

Inside the 
Abbey 
Fortress 
(Rocca di 
Borgia/
Rocca 
Abbaziale 
di Subiaco)

Looking down on the Monastery of St Scholastica with Subiaco in the distance

Reflections in Subiaco – Part 1
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Reflections in  
Subiaco – Part 2
Tom Hiney

Travels outside Rome being restricted as they were this year, three of us staying 
in College over Christmas took advantage of a thaw in the rules to spend two 
nights out at Subiaco. College alumni will know this as the site of the cave 
where the wealthy but devout young St Benedict came to escape the charms 
of the world and discern what God wanted of him. Perhaps knowing himself 
well, he chose a cave half-way up a cliff (food and water were lowered to him 
by rope) from which there was no hope of surreptitiously disappearing to Rome 
for the 6th century version of a luxurious weekend. The spot reminded me of St 
Cuthbert’s hermitage on Farne a century later, an awfully barren spot reachable 
by boat from the Northumberland coast. Out of this warmer, Italian place of 
solitude, fasting and prayer was born the Benedictine Order.

In a fine example of “hagioarchitecture”, the cave is now incorporated into a 
cliffside abbey, still active. As with other sites associated with particular incidents 
in the lives of saints, the power of the cave today is to remind pilgrims that this 
follower of Christ, whose life was so beautifully rendered by St Gregory the 
Great, was an actual man who lived in real places. As a convert to Catholicism, 
the saints of the Church (for whom I have always been grateful) have become 
that much more vivid, and I sometimes find myself defending the miracles 
ascribed to them against those who would reduce all such events to metaphor, 
invention, or literary trope. 

That does not mean I do not realise that the thrill of God’s action through 
individuals did not lend an aura to such people, through which facts and 
excitement are subsequently almost impossible to disentangle. I recently came 
across an interesting comment by the Jewish philosopher and Biblical scholar 
Yehezkel Kaufmann. Defending the miracles of Old Testament in the 1950s 
against Liberal German Biblical scholarship, he conceded: “There never was 
a ‘realistic’ account of the events. The account of the events was ‘idealistic’, 
‘legendary’, right from the start. Every warrior who came from the battle-line and 
told his story to the women and children related ‘legendary’ things, ‘idealistic’ 
history stamped with the idea of the miraculous sign.” 

I find this useful when thinking of people like St Benedict. That their historic 
actions may have become wrapped in legend as they happened is as likely to 
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confirm as deny the miraculous in their lives - as humanly inexplicable and 
wonderful events infused God-fearing witnesses with legend-telling fervour. 
And yet in Subiaco, we also see a physical cave, as we also notice a visible, 
worldwide Benedictine Order. Even allowing that what spiritual battles and 
prayers happened in the cave are no doubt more important than the physical 
cave itself, the cave (as with so many such saintly relics) helps the pilgrim to 
remember that God may yet act remarkably in other lives, including their own. 
In that way, as well as the holy significance of what has happened there, such 
places become a sign of the Kingdom. 

This can also be said of the very moving modern martyrs’ relics (breviaries, 
sandals, stoles, spectacles, rosaries etc.) to be found at St Bartholomew’s, on Tiber 
Island, some of them from the last two decades. To see Oscar Romero’s Missal is 
to remember that he was not just an idea, but a man. Across the river is Stefano 
Maderno’s equally evocative altar statue of St Cecilia in the basilica dedicated to 
her. Carved, according to the sculptor’s inscription, after her incorrupt 3rd century 
body was translated from the catacombs in 1599, it is an astonishing work of 
delicacy. Sr Margaret Truran, from the adjacent convent, kindly fetched a key to 
show me the small chapel at Santa Cecilia’s where there is a bronze boiler dating 
back to Roman times (the whole basilica is said to have been built on what was 
Cecilia’s family home). This is the boiler said to have been used in a failed attempt 
to suffocate her before her throat was eventually cut. As Sr Margaret points out, 
that the 3rd century bronze boiler is still there and was never stolen or melted 
down for military use itself needs explaining. There is an oil painting by Guido 
Reni above the altar next to it, vandalised by revolutionary troops in the 19th 
century, the sword cuts showing that the passing centuries have not all been 
friendly to the Church, or respectful of its relics.

And yet the boiler is still there, which also reminds me of St Cuthbert. Such was 
the efficacy associated with his body (also reported incorrupt during a medieval 
translation of his body to which the 12th century chronicler Symeon claimed to 
witness) that not only was Durham Cathedral built over his tomb but, during the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries, it is said that King Henry VIII, on hearing from 
his commissioners that the body was still intact, demanded that it be left alone. 
Some people, and some places, simply force stillness and respect. Subiaco is 
one of them. 

Tom Hiney is a Beda student from the Diocese of Portsmouth 

Reflections in Subiaco – Part 2
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Travels in Southern Italy
Rev. Alex Chow

At the end of August 2020, having returned to Rome from almost 4 months of 
COVID lockdown in Melbourne, Australia, I took the opportunity to visit some 
amazing towns in southern Italy. What follows are a few brief reflections on 
some of the places I went to.

Lanciano (28th August 2020)

Located in the central Italian region 
of Abruzzo, Lanciano is an ancient 
Roman town about 280 km east of 
Rome near the Adriatic Sea. Prior to 
this, I had visited Pauline and Angelo 
in Francavilla near Chieti. Pauline is 
the mother of a friend of mine back in 
Melbourne. We had a delicious dinner 
(ravioli, meat balls, roast chicken and 
more!) and the next day Pauline and 
her daughter Maria drove me to Lanciano (36 km from Francavilla). I checked 
into the Albergo Roma which was about 10 minutes from the centre of the town. 

The next day I took a short walk to the Church of St Francis known for its Eucharistic 
miracle. This was on my “bucket list” and I am so grateful to God for giving me 
this opportunity. I joined in the rosary and evening mass in the cloister garden 
of the Capuchin monastery next to the church. The miracle had taken place 

Apennine Mountains in the Abruzzo region viewed from the train

Lanciano Cathedral
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in the 8th century in a church dedicated to St. 
Longinus. According to written records, one of 
the priests doubted the Real Presence of Jesus 
in the Eucharist.  While celebrating Mass, when 
the words of the consecration were spoken, 
the host was transformed into flesh and the 
wine into blood.

I had the privilege to view these relics with the 
help of a stairway immediately behind them. 
The Host is preserved within an impressive 
silver monstrance. I am reminded that when – 
God willing – I become a priest and celebrate 
mass with my parishioners we will witness a 
miracle daily. Every Mass is a miracle: 

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he 
broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” Then 
he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew 26:26-28, NRSV)

San Giovanni Rotondo (29 Aug 2020)

After Lanciano, I went by train and bus to the popular town of San Giovanni 
Rotondo, staying for three nights, where the tomb of St Padre Pio is located. 

I stayed at the Hotel Leon and on the last morning awoke early around 6.30 am. 
The owner kindly dropped me to the bus terminal in front of the Sanctuary of 
Padre Pio. I caught the 7.20 am bus to Monte Sant’ Angelo. Forty minutes later 
and with the helpful guidance of a kind lady on the bus (the bus had failed to 
stop at the shrine in Monte Sant’ Angelo) I made it! 

Eucharistic miracle at Lanciano

The tomb of St Padre Pio, San 
Giovanni Rotondo 

Olive trees 
in the piazza 
beside the 
Sanctuary of 
Padre Pio in 
San Giovanni 
Rotondo – a 
great space 
for reflection 
and prayer 

Travels in Southern Italy
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Monte Sant’ Angelo (31 August 2020)

The Sanctuary of St Michael the Archangel 
or Monte Sant’ Angelo is an UNESCO World 
Heritage site with an historical connection 
to the Lombards in Italy. However it is also 
known to be where St Michael the Archangel 
appeared three times between 490 and 
496. A fourth apparition happened in 1656 
resulting in the town being delivered from 
the plague. For over 15 centuries Monte 
Sant’ Angelo has been a place of pilgrimage visited by many Popes including 
Leo IX, Celestine V, John XXIII, John Paul II, as well as by other famous people 
including Anselm, Bernard of Clairvaux, Francis of Assisi, Brigid of Sweden, and 
Padre Pio. 

I had missed the 8.30 am mass that 
morning, however I descended 
the 100 or more steps down to 
the Grotto. I took some moments 
for silent prayer. A religious sister 
working there informed me there 
was a 9.30 am mass and after 
learning that I was a deacon said 
that I would be able to serve as 
deacon at the service. I explained to 
the priest that I had been ordained 
deacon in Melbourne three weeks 
earlier and he was happy for me to 
assist in the liturgy. 

Both of us entered the sacristy next 
to the grotto and a sacristan helped 
me vest with alb, stole and dalmatic. 
Here was I as a deacon for the first 
time during a mass in the Grotto of 
St Michael the Archangel. I felt so 
blessed - I really believe that God’s 
hand was with me! 

Santuario di San Michele Arcangelo

The Grotto of St Michael the Archangel

In the Sacristy beside the Grotto 
of St Michael the Archangel

Travels in Southern Italy
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Bari and Alberobello (2nd September 2020)

Other stops on my journey included Bari, in the region of Apulia - where the 
tomb of St Nicolas is located. I also visited Alberobello, another UNESCO site, 
with its characteristic trullo coned rooftops. 

Matera (5th September 2020)

Towards the end of my travels south I reached 
Matera - the City of Stones (Sassi) - in the Basilicata 
region of Italy - approximately 430 km from Rome. 
Matera consists of cave dwellings carved into the 
mountainside. It is also a UNESCO heritage site and 
has been used as a location in movies as varied as 
The Passion of the Christ and Wonder Woman!

This is just a flavour of where my travels took me last year, something I will 
always be grateful for. And now I think it would be fitting for me to finish with 
this well-known prayer to St Michael, the Archangel.

St Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 
Be our defence against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power of God, 
Thrust into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, 
Who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Alex Chow was a final year Beda student and deacon from the Archdiocese of 
Melbourne.

Above: Alberobello in Apulia

Left: Basilica San Nicolà in Bari containing the Tomb 
of St Nicholas

Matera in Basilicata

Travels in Southern Italy
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On Dialogue with Islam
Fr Christopher Clohessy

You have heard that it was said, “Love your neighbour and hate your 
enemy.” But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes 
his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous 
and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will 
you get? (Mt. 5: 43-48)

In 1076 the Sultan al-Nasir, living in contemporary Algeria, wrote to Pope Gregory 
VII, asking him that one of the local priests be consecrated a bishop to look after 
the Christians of the area. Pope Gregory sent back a significant reply:

The good God, Creator of all things, without Whom we can do nothing 
nor even imagine it, has inspired this gesture in your heart. He Who 
illumines every person who comes into this world has enlightened your 
mind. For almighty God, Who desires that all people be saved and no 
one lost, approves in us, above all, the fact that, after having loved God 
we should love our fellow, and that what we do not wish should be done 
to us we should not do to others. You and we both owe this charity to 
ourselves, especially because we believe in and confess the One God, 
albeit it in different ways, and we praise and venerate Him every day 
as Creator and Governor of this world. We pray with heart and mouth 
that, after a long sojourn in this life, the same God may guide you to the 
bosom of happiness of the holy patriarch Abraham.

This text opens a door to some thoughts about our relations with Muslims, bearing 
in mind that it is not the Christian way to love Muslims because they love us, or to 
respect them because they respect us, or to attempt dialogue with them because 
they attempt dialogue with us. If we study Islam, as we do at the Beda, it is to ready 
ourselves for a more critical dialogue; with fellow Christians, in the hope that they 
can be nudged out of hatred and fear and into a posture of living reverently, 
simply and with dignity before the mystery of Islam. This is the dialogue of life, 
the most important dialogue, since it springs from the most rudimentary Gospel 
principles. This is the heart of dialogue and mission, and its soul; to live prayerfully 
and lovingly (and this is the most formidable thing of all, since Christian love is, by 
its very nature, unrequited) before the gaze of Islam. Never asking or anticipating 
any return. This is the theology of Charles de Foucauld, of Christian de Chergé and 
his fellow Algerian Trappist martyrs. It is the theology of the Mother at the foot of 
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the Cross; not a question of simply being there, but rather of being there simply, 
without adding tension, anxiety or conflict by our presence.

Vatican II had no intention of saying anything about Islam, but the subject came up 
during discussions about Judaism and some fierce interventions from the bishops 
of the Middle East. Pope Paul VI, who held a positive approach to interreligious 
dialogue, invited the participants to prepare a text on Islam, and the result was 
two smallish texts: the first in Lumen Gentium and the second Nostra Aetate. The 
Lumen Gentium text was these lines:

But the plan of salvation also includes those who acknowledge the 
Creator. In the first place among these are the Muslims who, professing 
to hold the faith of Abraham, along with us adore the one and merciful 
God, who on the last day will judge mankind. (#16)

They are crucial lines affirming two vital truths: that Islam is the first among the 
non-biblical monotheistic religions and that Christians and Muslims adore the 
same God.

The second text – Nostra Aetate – is far more developed, and sets the tone for 
the years that lie ahead:

Upon the Muslims too, the Church looks with esteem. They adore one 
God, living and enduring, merciful and all-powerful, speaker to men. 
They strive to submit wholeheartedly even to His inscrutable decrees, 
just as did Abraham with whom the Islamic faith is pleased to associate 
itself. Though they do not acknowledge Jesus as God, they revere Him as 
a prophet. They also honour Mary, His virgin Mother; at times they call 
on her too, with devotion. In addition they await the day of judgment 
when God will give each man his due after raising him up. Consequently, 
they prize the moral life and give worship to God, especially through 
prayer, almsgiving and fasting. (#3)

This represents a radical departure, considering that, with rare exceptions, 
Muslims and Christians had spent the last fourteen hundred years denigrating 
each other. The text is carefully formulated: it repeats the insistence that Muslims 
and Christians worship the same God and uses established Islamic names for 
God: living, enduring, merciful and all-powerful. It employs the word “submit”, 
the meaning of the Arabic “islam” and the fundamental Muslim attitude and 
stresses the important place of mystery in the Islamic doctrine. It carefully 
avoids the difficult historical question of Abraham, Isaac and Ishmael – Abraham 
is understood not as the genealogical ancestor, but the father of faith, with the 
Qur’ân presenting him as the first upright monotheist. Alternatively, the person of 
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Jesus represents one of the essential differences between Islam and Christianity. 
Mary is mentioned as holding a high place in Islam: she is mentioned more often 
in the Qur’an than she is in the Bible, and Islamic tradition upholds her virginity, 
her sinlessness and the miraculous nature of the birth of her son, without male 
intervention.

The text goes on to regret the unhappy history of Muslim-Christian relations: 
aside from some rare moments and personalities, it has been a continuum of 
polemics, bloodletting and ignorant caricatures. The Synod asks on behalf of all 
humanity that we “forget the past and strive sincerely for mutual understanding.”

If these texts seem fresh and positive, they almost fade into insignificance before 
the life and words of Pope St John Paul II both about Muslims and to them in 
the course of visiting them in their countries. John Paul consistently stressed a 
number of issues: that Muslims have with Christians the faith of Abraham in the 
One God, causing him to address Muslims as “my Islamic brothers and sisters”, 
and that Christians should recognize and develop the spiritual bonds that unite 
us with Muslims. Considering the profound roots of the faith Muslims have in 
God, Christians and Muslims should emulate one another in doing good. 

In John Paul’s manner of speaking to and about Muslims, we find an echo of 
the admiration that Jesus showed towards the Capernaum centurion, in whose 
pagan life he detected powerful faith. John Paul urged Christians to observe truly 
religious people, to read and listen to the testimonies of their wisdom and to 
recognize their faith, to the point of recalling Jesus’ own words: “Not even in Israel 
have I found faith like this!”

Tit for tat religion is supposed to have died on Calvary. We do not love because we 
are loved or respect because we are respected. In the end, it makes no difference 
if Muslims prefer to remain in ignorance about Christianity (as many of them do) 
or refuse to stretch out their hands in friendship. That is not the path we follow; 
we deliberately choose to love without being loved in return, to respect without 
requite and to inform ourselves about the other without mutuality. That is what 
it means to be Christian. It takes neither a genius nor any specialized training to 
know that events of terrorism supposedly inspired by religion reflect neither the 
faith of Islam, nor its years of study and erudition, nor its spirituality, nor the mode 
of life of the vast majority of Muslims. 

Principles should not be judged by practice: religion is one thing and decadent 
human behaviour quite another – and the truths inherent in a particular Faith are 
not effaced by the misbehaviour of its adherents. One might ask a devout Muslim 
for a crisp definition of Islam, and he would tell you that it is a religion of peace; 
he might then stand with flushed face as he is asked to explain the substantial 
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amount of violence perpetuated in the name of Islam. A Muslim might enquire of a 
devout Christian if Jesus was a man of peace. The response would be unequivocal: 
Jesus was a man of peace. Then it would be the turn of the Christian to stand with 
flushed face as the Muslim queries the violence perpetuated in the name of Christ 
and the Church down through the centuries. All things considered, both the face of 
Christianity and that of Muslims have plenty about which to be flushed.

Discord cannot be eradicated from the world, because the world is so far from 
Paradise, the House of Peace. Jihad is, in the Islamic worldview, the holy effort 
to minimize discord, to maintain the balance between contrary forces and to 
defend what is worth defending against corruption. The Arabic jihad means a 
wholehearted, dedicated effort that strains every sinew of our being on every 
level. Muhammad called military conquest the “lesser” jihad and the fighting of the 
enemy within the “greater” jihad. Both have the same objective: the eradication 
of evil, including all those evils that lie at the root of discord and therefore of war. 
A thorough reading of Islamic texts reveals that those who speak glibly of “holy 
war”, be they Muslim or Christian, usually have it wrong.

We ought to encourage our Muslim friends to reread their own holy texts and to 
understand what Islam really teaches as opposed to the erratic pronouncements 
of various Muslim clerics. For our own part, it would be enough to follow the 
threefold witness of Pope John Paul II: to recognize, to give joyful reason for our 
hope and to move forward with likeminded Muslims at any opportunity, seeing in 
such moments the ineffable partnership of grace. As to our future in the service of 
the Gospel; what are the best ways for us to make contact with Islamic leaders in 
our parishes or areas of ministry? Since in many parishes there are families with 
members who have become Muslim, how can we find sensitive ways to show them 
that these family members are not lost to God or to His kingdom? On this point, 
an important pastoral note concerns marriage between Muslims and Christians. 
The clear teaching of Islamic Law is that Christian or Jewish women may marry a 
Muslim man without being required to convert to Islam or 
to renounce their religion. The reverse – Muslim women 
marrying Jewish or Christian men – is not mentioned, and 
is forbidden by Islamic Law. Important is the fact that the 
Christian or Jewish woman marrying a Muslim must by law 
be permitted to practice her faith. The classic example of 
this is that Muhammad himself had a Christian (Coptic) 
wife who never converted to Islam.

Fr Christopher Clohessy is a professor at the Pontifical 
Institute for Arabic and Islamic Studies in Rome.
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Life after the Beda
Fr Ronald Campbell

I was ordained for the Diocese of Argyll and the Isles on the 9th July 2019. A few 
days prior to this, my Bishop had told me that he would like me to take up the 
position of Assistant Priest in the parish of St Margaret’s, Lochgilphead in the 
Mid-Argyll area of the west of Scotland. 

I arrived to take up my new post on the 16thAugust and I settled into the rhythm 
of parish life surprisingly quickly. Although officially a Curate, I was in the parish 
on my own, with the Parish Priest in a neighbouring parish. The parishioners 
were extremely welcoming to me and the parish have had a number of new 
priests in their care. As a previous priest of the parish told me “the parishioners 
in St Margaret’s see it as something as a badge of honour that they are entrusted 
with the continued education of the newly ordained.”

And a continuing education was 
very much how I saw my first steps 
in priestly life. I believe one of 
the key strengths of the formation 
received at the Beda is the practical 
and pastoral element which runs 
throughout much of the academic 
programme. I’ve lost count of the 
amount of times that I have referred 
to course notes from a wide range of 
Beda modules as I approach two years as a priest and I’m sure I’ll continue to 
draw on these throughout my ministry. 

First steps

There is always a celebratory mood in the air when the academic year concludes 
at the Beda. Studies have been completed, the Diaconate Ordinations take place, 
and the students – and indeed many of the staff – look forward to returning to 
their home countries for the summer. 

This of course was the first year I was returning for good – with the small matter 
of my ordination to Priesthood to consider! I was delighted that Fr John Breen, 
Vice Rector of the Beda, was able to attend my ordination in my home parish 
of St Mary’s, Benbecula in the Western Isles of Scotland, as indeed did many 
colleagues from the College.

St Margaret’s Church, Lochgilphead
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Following this, I had a short break before beginning my ministry and I also had 
the opportunity to attend a number of other ordinations.

I was a little worried that after the end of year 
Beda celebrations coupled with my ordination, 
that I would experience a sense of deflation as 
I settled into the reality of parish life. However, 
I was pleasantly surprised that this wasn’t the 
case. Everything was still new of course, I was 
(and still am!) a novice at celebrating the Mass 
and I was experiencing a series of firsts. I had 
a funeral, a wedding and a baptism not long 
after arriving. These don’t occur as often as in 
the bigger parishes in cities and so from my 
own point of view it was good to gain an early 
experience of these liturgies and the various 
emotions involved in them. I also thoroughly 
enjoyed my first Advent and Christmas in the parish and by the turn of the year 
I was very settled and happy. 

One of the challenges of a smaller parish compared to that of bigger ones –
who seem to have an army of staff and busy parish centres – is that the onus 
is on the priest to work to their own initiative perhaps to a greater degree. 
This is something I enjoyed – being able to shape my daily routine into what 
best worked for me and strike a good balance between prayer, pastoral duties, 
administration work, rest. 

Time can be a premium commodity in College life and this made me much more 
proficient with my time management – I was pleased that by and large I was 
able to transfer this improved skill into my ministry. 

Something else I valued greatly during my time at the Beda were times of 
retreat. I recall one of our retreat directors telling us how fortunate we were 
to have this opportunity during our years at College and that many would give 
their eye teeth for such time of prayer and reflection. I always got so much out 
of the retreats and recollections provided at the College, and I made it a priority 
to go on an annual retreat as a priest. 

A brother priest from my Diocese recommended a retreat house in Dublin that 
he had recently been to and at the end of January 2020 I took myself there. I felt 
that this was good preparation for Lent and I was looking forward to this and my 
first Easter in the parish and as a priest. 

Fr Ronald
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Then in mid-March I received a visitor to my parish – Fr Damien Louden, a priest 
of the Diocese of Salford, a classmate from the Beda and a dear friend. It has 
been lovely to keep in contact with those in the College I formed friendships 
with, and I’ve definitely felt that sense of fraternal bond and support which I 
think grows in importance as we are parachuted back into secular society.

Shortly after Fr Damien left, everything changed as the country went into 
lockdown due to the Coronavirus pandemic. 

Like everyone else, everything we did had to change and of course public 
worship was suspended. The parish supported me hugely throughout these 
months and we were able to get a live stream going which gained good 
feedback, especially from the long term housebound who were delighted to 
feel a greater connection to Sunday Mass once more. Everyone in the parish 
was very understanding when it came to re-opening and all the restrictions that 
came with this. Our small church could only accommodate about 20 parishioners 
with physical distancing in place, but people kept the greater good as a priority 
throughout, rather than making any personal demands – a true example indeed 
of sacrifice and humility. 

First move 

Just before Christmas 2020, my Bishop asked me if I would consider a move 
to the Isle of Skye. I had been to this parish on placement during my summer 
as a Deacon and I had fond memories of it. Despite much of my time in St 
Margaret’s being under lockdown conditions, I had enjoyed my time in my first 
parish immensely and it will indeed always be in my heart. But a new challenge 
awaited and so on the 4th March 2021 I took up the position of Parish Priest of 
Our Lady of The Assumption, on the Isle of Skye. 

St Mary’s Church, 
Portree

Life after the Beda
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A few days after arriving, the easing of the second Scottish lockdown took place 
and so my first Mass of public worship was Palm Sunday followed by the Easter 
Triduum – quite an introduction! The parishioners were filled with joy that they 
could be back in their church and for me it meant I was able to meet many of 
them early into my ministry which I had worried might not have been possible 
for some time. As I write, things continue to improve and we have our systems 
in place to allow safe and prayerful worship to take place.

In this parish, we also have an arrangement with the Diocese of Aberdeen that 
we look after one of their parishes. I always need to remember which Bishop’s 
name to say during Mass depending on which parish I’m in! 

My first steps in priesthood have been eventful to say the least! But through it 
all I have gained so much. 

The hope is that as I enter my third year of Priesthood, the Lord will continue 
to guide me to the many areas of light that he wishes me to experience, which, 
even in the darker days, he has done since the day of my ordination. 

Fr Ronald Campbell is Parish Priest of Our Lady of the Assumption church, 
Portree, Isle of Skye in the Diocese of Argyll & the Isles. He was a student at 
the Beda College 2015 – 2019.
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Where are they now?  
Where are who? - Some  
of the Australian Beda Men
Fr Geoff McIlroy

Australia has always been privileged to have representatives in the Pontifical 
Beda College. As a Vocation promotor for the Melbourne Archdiocese, I know 
we are always ready, willing, and able to send appropriately aged men to the 
Beda. The Beda is excellent in the priestly development of late vocation men 
as, importantly, it challenges them through Spiritual, Academic, Pastoral and 
Human formation. This discernment makes one, ready, willing, and able to take 
on the challenges of the priestly vocation. Here, in their own words, are some of 
the Australian Beda Men now serving as priests in Australia.

Fr Dominic Byrne (Beda student 2009-2013)

Currently, I am Parish Priest of the West Wyalong 
Mission in the upper North corner of the Canberra 
and Goulburn Archdiocese. When I first left the 
Beda, I was placed in a Parish in the mountains 
for six months, then by the sea for five years, and 
now have been way out west in rural New South 
Wales for two and a half years. The West Wyalong 
Mission is a group of Parishes that offer more 
variety than I have previously enjoyed. It is full of 
surprises, and demanding. Each Sunday morning, 
I drive from the small town of Lake Cargelligo to 
Ungarie for the first Mass of the Day after which I 
then drive to West Wyalong for the second Mass 
and one time, I did not see another car on the 
journey of almost an hour and a half. I love the 
solitude out here and unsurprisingly we have not 
had a single case of Covid.

Fr Dominic Byrne is Parish Priest of St Mary’s, West Wyalong (including Our Lady 
of Lourdes, Lake Cargelligo-Tullibigeal; St Joseph’s, Ungarie-Burcher; St Kevin’s, 
Weethalle-Tallimba-Rankins Springs) 47-49 Church Street, West Wyalong, N.S.W. 
2671.

Fr Dominic Byrne
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Fr Ben Brooks (Beda student 2015-2019)

I was ordained on 19th July 2019 at St Mary’s 
Cathedral, Hobart and was appointed assistant 
priest to the Launceston Catholic Parish in the north 
of Tasmania. Launceston is the largest parish in 
the diocese and encompasses the second largest 
population centre in the state. There are three 
churches, three primary schools and a secondary 
college as well as hospitals and retirement homes to 
minister within.

From the beginning of August 2020 I was appointed 
administrator of the Meander Valley Catholic Parish – 
just half an hour west of Launceston. This community 
comprises two beautiful country towns, with two churches, two nursing homes, 
and a primary school. My involvement with the secondary college has continued 
as there are a number of students from my parish in attendance there.

The Meander Valley Parish has suffered much hardship and division in recent 
years, so from my point of view as priest, the priority is on promoting and 
facilitating healing and building up of the community. While there is much hurt 
among parishioners, there is also a lot of good will. It is a challenge, but also 
a privilege to be working for, praying with and administering the sacraments 
among them.

Tasmania’s only Youth Detention Centre is 
located in the parish, so a highlight of my week 
is to spend some time with these young people, 
many from difficult and sad backgrounds. I 
normally call in on a Friday afternoon and join in 
their sport or games, or watch a movie, and share 
a meal with them.

I am blessed to have spent the years of formation 
for priesthood at the Beda, and to now put into 
practice much of what I learned there, not just 
from lectures, but from the friendships made 
with formators and brother seminarians. The 
experiences we shared and conversations that 
we had still give me much life and a solid grounding from which my ministry 
has, and God-willing, will continue to develop!

Fr Ben Brookes

Easter at Holy Trinity Church, 
Westbury
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My prayers are constantly for the Beda community, and for the generous 
response of those around the world who may hear the call to discern priestly 
life. God bless.

Fr Ben Brooks is Administrator of Meander Valley Catholic Parish, 94 Meander 
Valley Road PO Box 103, Westbury, Tasmania 7303.

Fr Geoff McIlroy (Beda student 2012-2016)

After returning home from the Beda, I was immediately put to work as an 
Assistant Priest in a developing area of Melbourne populated with many South 
Sudanese and Syrian refugee families. It had challenges I hadn’t encountered in 
Melbourne before, but fortunately issues I had seen in Rome. The Beda taught 
me more respect for different cultures, so I wasn’t daunted by it at all; in fact I 
welcomed it - thanks especially to my positive experience with my wonderful 
African and Asian brothers at the Beda. It was also a very multi-faith community, 
so I joined forces with ten different Christian churches working together for the 
better interests of our community. I was then privileged to be appointed as a 
commissioner on the Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission of Melbourne.

After two years in the West of our Archdiocese, I was made Administrator of a 
Parish in the far East in the Dandenong ranges, with four churches and three 
schools. This community was all white Anglo-Saxon – quite different – with 
issues of hatred towards the Catholic Church, especially after Cardinal Pell was 
imprisoned. I took on many angry parishioners and others in the community. 
Honestly, it nearly broke me, but finally it strengthened me. The resolve I 
found was born in the Beda, where alone overseas, sometimes upset and often 
challenged in many ways, I developed fortitude and a reliance on the only truth 
that mattered – our service to the Lord. 

Then after another two years I was 
appointed as Parish Priest of where I am 
now, a beautiful sea-side community of 
Mornington, south of Melbourne but which 
has its own unique issues – seventeen high 
care nursing homes and three hospitals 
but only one church and two schools. 
The community at large is mainly retired 
folk, but with an ever-growing population 
of young mums and dads as my primary 
school (550 children) and college (2500 children) are full. So the area is packed 
full of what I see as potential parishioners, as only 10% are practicing. 

St Macartan’s Church, Mornington
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I have just begun a youth association linking school and inactive mums and 
dads. We have also begun an outreach via my Harley – the Peninsular Motorcycle 
Club with the motto: Forming friendships first. Covid means we are still restricted 
with Mass attendance – 2 sqm rule and social distancing only allows 200 in 
my church instead of 450. I have taken on more responsibility within the 
Archdiocese as a Vocations promotor, visiting schools and youth clubs in the 
Archdiocese, which has 210 Parishes. So thank you Beda, for the formation you 
gave me which formed in me the confidence to say ‘yes’ and take on all asked 
of me and the resolve to complete difficult challenges. It truly is now bearing 
fruit. Cheers and Blessings.

Fr Geoffrey McIlroy is Parish Priest St Macartan’s Church, Mornington, Victoria 
3931.

Fr Geoff McIlroy
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Papal Roundels at  
the Beda
Canon Philip Gillespie

Among the many delights of the Papal Basilica of St Paul outside the Walls is 
the celebrated and unique series of 273 mosaic portraits of the popes. Running 
around the walls of the Basilica, the current series runs from St Peter and was 
begun after the fire of 1823; successive popes have been added one by one, up 
to the present day. The first series, made up of about forty frescoes, was created 
during the pontificate of Pope Leo the Great (440-461); they were saved after 
the fire of 1823 and are now to be found on the “Corridor of the Popes” within 
the monastery itself.

Aware that we did not have a complete series of representations of the Popes 
under whose Pontificate the Beda has lived on its present site, in October of last 
year I asked the authorities at the Basilica whether it would be possible to have 
copies made of the roundels of these six most recent Popes - John XXIII, Paul VI, 
John Paul I, John Paul II, Benedict XVI and Francis.

Papal Roundels on the third floor landing at the Beda
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Over the post Christmas period, the Benedictine Community found itself in 
lockdown for several weeks due to cases of the Coronavirus and Cardinal Harvey 
very kindly asked if anyone from the Beda could help out in covering some of 
the Masses in the Basilica for the Sundays and Holydays between Mary Mother 
of God and The Baptism of the Lord. I was more than happy to help and so 
had the great privilege of presiding at several of the 6 pm Masses. For the first 
weeks I alternated with Dom Edmund Power, former Abbot of the Monastery of 
St Paul who currently lives at the Monastery of St Anselm on the Aventine Hill. 
Later he was assisted by other members of the Sant’Anselmo Community. 

Imagine my surprise when we received a telephone call from the Basilica in the 
early days of February to say that not only were these roundels ready for us to 
collect – but also that they were being gifted to the College in thanks for the 
assistance we had given over these early weeks of the year! A very generous 
gift indeed. There is something rather lovely about being able to stand on the 
third floor landing looking at the images of the Popes while seeing, through the 
window, the Basilica where the original mosaics are to be found.

NB: An excellent guide to the Basilica is What no eye has seen by Dom Edmund 
Power OSB, published by the Lateran University Press, Rome, 2015. 

Our Papal Roundel of Pope Francis

Papal Roundels at the Beda
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Clearing the Beda Loft
Fr Matthew Bond

I arrived at the Beda four years ago to find a great 
number of old books in the College loft many of 
which were in a terrible state of repair from years of 
neglect, dust and grime - accumulated ever since the 
College moved to its present site in 1960. 

Unfortunately, I do not have a photograph of how 
it originally looked, but some readers of the Beda 
Review may have memories of its appearance if 
they ever ventured up there! I have, however, 
photographed the loft as it is now – clean and tidy 
- after patiently (with the kind assistance of others) 
removing elsewhere the books that were worth 
keeping and clearing out the many that had to be 
disposed of!

In the previous issue of the Beda Review (2019-
2020) I pointed out that along with many worthless 
tomes there were also some fine 16th, 17th and 18th 
century Latin theological works, and as the process 
of clearing out continued I was able to repair or 
re-bind some of these which have now been 
incorporated into the main Beda library.

Having now come to the end of my time at the 
Beda to begin priestly ministry in North Wales, 
who knows what I might discover there - perhaps 
another mammoth task awaits me... another dusty 
loft full of books?

Fr Matthew Bond is now Assistant Priest in the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception, Flint in the Diocese of Wrexham. 

The now clean and tidy 
Beda loft

Re-bound volumes in the 
Beda Library
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Gabriella’s Butter Dish
Fr Matthew Bond

On Monday 17th of May 2021 we celebrated the end of Gabriella 
Gallinacci’s 43 years of faithful service to the kitchen and 
refectory. A substantial sum had been collected from members 
of the house enabling the presentation of some memorable 
retirement gifts for her to take away. 

As part of that contribution, the Rector purchased an attractive 
Deruta butter dish which I presented to her full of small sachets 
of butter with the words Per tutto il burro del mondo, questo è per 
te; which in translation means For all the butter in the world - this 
is for you! 

This unusual present was to remind Gabriella of the many Beda mealtimes at the 
end of which she would search the table for the unused sachets of butter left 
over in order to store them for the next meal – with difficulty, however – since 
certain students often mischievously hid them in the most unlikely places! 

Now in memorandum, Gabriella can spend her many days of retirement not only 
soaking up the sun on the beach during the summer, but also guarding securely 
any sachets of butter in her new butter dish!

Fr Matthew Bond is now Assistant Priest in the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception, Flint in the Diocese of Wrexham. 
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Book Review
Fr John Carlyle

Charlemagne: Emperor of the Western World by 
Russell Chamberlin, published by Grafton Books, 
London, Glasgow, 1986 

The late untidiness of Britain’s departure from the 
European Union is merely the most recent event in 
a long history of triumphs and disasters in the effort 
to bring about political and economic unity among a 
wide range of diverse peoples. Nowadays, perhaps 
the least known attempt to unite Europe was the long 
reign of Charlemagne (768-814). Russell Chamberlin’s 
book, first published in 1986 but still obtainable, 
is a sterling effort to remedy our ignorance. It is an 
excellent introduction to an era less accessible to the general reader than the 
time of the first European Union, more commonly called the Roman Empire.

Charlemagne spent practically every year of his long reign, either putting down 
revolts in his territories, or enlarging his empire with new conquests. To help 
form his empire into a more united whole, he made great efforts to unite his 
peoples culturally. 

However, as a taster, and of particular interest to readers of the Beda Review, will 
be Charlemagne’s relationship with the Church which is a topic well covered in 
Russell Chamberlin’s work. Sadly, the Emperor’s undoubted, personal, Christian 
devotion and the warm relationship which he enjoyed with the papacy were 
inevitably complicated by politics. 

In December 795, Leo III was unanimously elected Pope, though rather too 
speedily for the likes of his critics, and he quickly made himself unpopular in 
some quarters. By 799, things were coming to a head. On the 25th April, Leo III 
walked in solemn procession to the church of San Lorenzo in Lucina to celebrate 
an annual ceremony. Half-way along what is today the Via del Corso he was 
attacked by a gang of armed conspirators, some of whom were members of his 
own court, who tried to gouge out his eyes and cut out his tongue. Two of the 
attackers, who were nephews of Leo’s predecessor, appealed to Charlemagne 
to judge the validity of their defence that Leo was morally unfit to be pope.
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Clearly, Charlemagne was seen as the protector of law and order throughout 
Europe. He turned for advice on such a delicate issue to the aged Alcuin of York, 
then living in Tours, who had long been a trusted advisor. In his response Alcuin 
described Charles by using a phrase never before known: Imperator Romanorum, 
Emperor of the Romans. He advised him to go to Rome. Charles duly arrived in 
the November of the following year. On the 2nd December, he chaired a synod 
in St Peter’s which found the Pope innocent of all charges brought against him.

Charles remained in Rome to celebrate Christmas. While he was at prayer 
during the ceremonies in St Peter’s, the grateful Pope approached him with a 
glittering crown, raised it high for all to see and then slowly lowered it onto 
Charlemagne’s head. Charles was now formally Emperor of the Romans, a 
successor to Julius Caesar. In time to come, this new title would change and 
become “Holy Roman Emperor,” a name which lasted a thousand years until 
1806, when the Napoleonic wars swept it away. 

The newly crowned Charles later claimed that he had been completely taken by 
surprise by the Holy Father’s gesture, though there were indications that he may 
not have been quite as surprised as he claimed. His reaction is understandable. 
A pope who had bestowed a crown, was a pope who could remove it. (Napoleon 
was very aware of this. Pope Pius VII was invited to Paris to take part in his 
coronation as Emperor, but the French leader crowned himself.) For a pope to 
crown a king or emperor implied superiority over the one he crowned. For a king 
or emperor to ensure the personal safety of a pope, and secure his sovereignty 
over papal states, implied that the pope’s position was dependant on the 
emperor. The instability of this relationship between pope and emperor would 
last for centuries and be the cause of much difficulty. 

Russell Chamberlin has written a very readable and fascinating book, both from 
the viewpoint of the student of Europe’s political history after the decline of 
the Roman Empire, and of the reader with an interest in early medieval church 
history. He gives his reader an excellent introduction to the European story in 
a less well-known era of western, cultural development. If there is a criticism 
of this volume, though, it is that it shows signs of having been written rather 
hurriedly. One example is mention of a report that Charlemagne was canonised 
in 1166 by the archbishop of Aachen, at the behest of Pope Paschal III. This is 
certainly true, but what the author fails to tell us is that Paschal was an anti-
pope and that, soon after his death, the Third Lateran Council annulled all his 
ordinances, including the Emperor’s canonisation.

Book Review - Charlemagne: Emperor of the Western World
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The Beda Year
House Photographs

First Year Students 
(left to right): Canon Philip Gillespie (Rector), Anthony Kerr, Eamon Salmon, 

Thomas Hiney, Brian McNally, Paul Henderson, Declan O’Keeffe, Simon Marley, 
David Chung, Peter Shankland and James Boyle

Second Year Students 
(left to right): Jason Fernandes, Patrick van der Vorst, Canon Philip Gillespie 

(Rector), Paul Moores, Wladimir Siwecki, Maxwell Orkuma, Shaun Doherty,  
Gerard Moore, Joel Karlsson TOR, Robert McMahon, Andrew Bishop.  

Absent: Sean Henry, Dominic McCann

 53 The Beda Review 2020-2021



Third Year Students 
(left to right): Canon Philip Gillespie (Rector), Douglas Green, Frank McKendry, 

Ignatius Tan, Philip Bua, Michael Harwood

Fourth Year Students 
(left to right): Michael Smith, Damien Locke, Christopher Butler, Canon Philip 

Gillespie (Rector), Anthony Grant, Alex Chow, Markus Ohlsson TOR, Ludvig 
Ludvigsen TOR and Matthew Bond

The Beda Year - House Photographs
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FMDM Sisters 
(left to right): Sr Carmel Spratt, Sr Mary Jean Rogers, Canon Philip Gillespie 

(Rector) and Sr Bee Kennedy

Formation staff 
(left to right): Canon Peter Verity, Canon John Carlyle, Canon Philip Gillespie 

(Rector), Sr Patricia McDonald SHCJ and Fr John Breen

The Beda Year - House Photographs
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The Beda Year - House Photographs
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PALAZZOLA 
Your next getaway is waiting

Season 2021-2022 
A unique place outside Rome, a hidden gem, 
chiselled by time and history. 
Once a Roman villa, then a medieval monastery, 
and now a summer residence. 
A welcome getaway! 

Carved in ancient rock, with a lake as a mirror, 
surrounded by a well preserved park and with all the 
comforts to make everyone at home away from home. 

A perfect place to relax, celebrate and pray, 
all year round, for families, single guests, pilgrims, 
parish groups, schools and conferences. 
Easily connected to airports, the Eternai City and to 
the many picturesque villages flanking the Alban 
Hills. 

Special packages and offers available all year round. 

Please visit our website www.palazzola.net 
for all the latest updates. 
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Via dei Laghi, km 10.800     00040 Rocca di Papa, Roma - Italy 
Tel. + 39 06 9474 9178     Email info@palazzola.net
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Friday 25 September 2020

Still continuing in the grip of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the start of 
the year was anything but normal. 
The poor first years did not have the 
customary lavish induction period – 
marked by the, to quote the Rector’s 
favourite quip “food rich and juicy”. 
Rather, this time round, all members 
of the house were asked to return to 
the Beda by the 5 October when all 
residents were subjected to a blood 
test and then required to isolate 
themselves in their rooms until the 
tests came back negative. Fortunately, 
everyone’s did, and we were now 
ready to step into the brave new 
world that awaited us.

Recognition must be given to the two 
souls who laboured hard to put all 
the requirements in place – Annalisa 
Bonanni, the Bursar, and Deacon 
Damien Locke, the Student Dean. They 
were faced with the need to conform 
to the stringent guidelines that were 
set in place by the authorities from 
the Vatican. And conform they did, 
arranging for two sittings for every 
meal and reorganising the house in 
a detailed and minute manner so 
that we could all live lives that were 
compliant with safety protocols 
articulated in the times of COVID.

Monday 5 October 2020

The entire house had gathered by this 
time, and all members of the house 
provided samples of blood for a 
mandatory COVID-19 test. Following 
the drawing of blood, the men 
isolated themselves in their rooms 
until Wednesday 7 October when all 
results were in and happily all tested 
negative.

In the period of our isolation, we were 
provided our meals by the personale. 
Never, perhaps, had the rattle of 
the trolley been a more welcome 
sound. Spiritual food was provided 
by Deacon Damien Locke and Fr John 
Carlyle over the course of the two 
days.

Friday 9 October – Sunday 11 
October 2020

Now confirmed COVID negative, 
the year formally began with the 
customary period of recollection, this 
year offered by Fr Peter Verity. The 
theme of the reflections urged the 
members of the house to recollect 
the journey they had made thus far, 
recollecting with thanks those who 
had been helpful in the journey, and 
also mindful of those they had left 
behind. 

The Beda Diary  
2020 – 2021
Jason Fernandes
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Testifying to the value of the Beda 
Review as the archived collective 
consciousness of the College, in his 
reflections Fr Verity made reference 
to an article he had submitted a few 
years earlier to the Review entitled 
“Confessions of a Spiritual Director” 
the article referenced the crises that 
may befall a seminarian in his journey 
through formation.

Sunday 18 October 2020

Living through the pandemic has not 
been easy. As already mentioned, 
it required a host of changes to the 
established patterns of the house. 
For example, other than gathering 
for Mass and the Divine Office in the 
chapel, there was no place, other than 
the outdoors, where the entire house 
could gather. As such, the Rector may 
have been concerned as to where the 
house would gather for the release 
of the Beda Review 2019-2020. 
The weather for the last week had 

been miserable, rain pelting down 
on us through most of the entire 
week, accompanied by thunder and 
lightning. Fortunately for us, Sunday 
dawned bright and warm, and just 
prior to lunch (we eat in two sittings 
these days) we were able to release 
the latest edition of the Beda Review 
on the lawns outside the refectory.

Tuesday 20 October 2020

The first house meeting for the year. 
In keeping with the disruption of 
the normal, thanks to the pandemic, 
instead of taking place in the common 
room the house meeting was held 
in the chapel where all residents of 
the house, duly physically distanced, 
listened to the Rector who reaffirmed 
the key words that ought to guide us 
not just in the course of the pandemic, 
but more generally in life: Prudence 
and Patience.

Wednesday 21 October 2020

The Ministry of Lector is not normally 
administered at the start of the 
academic year, but towards the end 
of the first year at the Beda. However, 
thanks to the initial response to the 
pandemic-prompted lockdown in 
Italy, which saw a majority of the first 
years leave the College for the rest 
of the semester, this ministry was 
only administered at the start of their 
second year. The Rector presided over 
the ceremony, which was followed by 
the traditional festive meal. 

The Beda Diary 2020 - 2021

Launch of the Beda Review 2019-2020 
(left to right): Jason Fernandes  
(Associate Editor for the current issue), 
Michael Smith (Associate Editor),  
Markus Ohlsson TOR (Editor).
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Sunday 8 November 2020

Not one to give up easily, the pandemic 
intervened on Remembrance Sunday 
and the mid-semester break as well. 
So, rather than go off to Chiesa di 
San Silvestro in Capite and celebrate 
with the rest of the Anglophone 
community, we remembered the dead 
from the various wars in the College 
chapel at a mass presided over by Fr 
Rector.

The next day the mid-semester break 
began without the usual rush home or 
even travels within Italy. Restrained 
by the recently imposed lockdown 
we were unable to travel out of Lazio, 
and worse, unable to visit any of the 
museums which, too, had been shut 
down. We did manage, however, to 
get our rest, and take in some of the 
wonderful churches in Rome – what 
could please a devout seminarian’s 
heart more?

Saturday 21 November 2020

There may not have been a festive 
meal to mark the anniversary of the 
opening of the Collegio Ecclesiastico 
in 1852, a forerunner of the Beda 
College, with scores of guests milling 
around the Beda, but we did not fail 
to recollect the day and give thanks 
for the establishment of the College.

Second Year Students receive the Ministry of Lector (left to right): Robert McMahon, 
Dominic McCann, Paul Moores, Shaun Doherty, Wladimir Siwecki, Canon Philip Gillespie, 
Jason Fernandes, Gerard Moore, Maxwell Orkuma, Andrew Bishop, Sean Henry and Patrick 
van der Vorst.

St Peter’s Square – quieter than usual this 
winter.

Enjoying 
the winter 
sunshine 
– first year 
students 
Tom Hiney, 
Peter 
Shankland 
and Paul 
Henderson
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Blessing of the Christmas Crib at the First 
Mass of Christmas

Saturday 28 November– 
Sunday 29 November 2020

The Advent Recollection was 
preached by Fr John Carlyle, whose 
first sermon, perhaps picking up from 
the Rector’s wise watch words earlier 
in the year, focussed on patience, 
patience with the God who is silent. 
He subsequently also focussed our 
prayerful attention on the figure of 
Mary as the ideal figure of patience, 
an active patience which places its 
faith in God.

Thursday 17 December 2020

Christmas break began with the usual 
pell-mell of return diminished, since 
about half of the house decided 
to stay back, rather than brave the 
slew of tests that have now begun to 
mark any voyage across international 
borders. This did not prevent those 
who stayed on at the College from 
having a very festive Christmas, the 
Rector having, characteristically, very 
thoughtfully made fulsome provisions 
for festive meals and entertainment.

In the course of the holidays it was 
also realised that we would not all be 
able to return together as had initially 
been the plan. Rather, to abide by 
the regulations of the Italian State 
we would have to go into a period of 
isolation following our return, until a 
test confirmed that we were negative. 
This resulted in a flurry of re-bookings 
to allow for a delayed return of the 
holidaymakers in two batches.

Thursday 7 January 2021

The first batch of those who went 
home for the holidays returned, and 
went into isolation.

Christmas celebrations at the Beda – 
Sisters Bee, Mary Jean and Carmel display 
their Christmas gifts

Mass in San Stefano Rotondo – 28 
December 2020
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Saturday 23 January 2021

The house would have normally 
been full of guests as we welcomed 
Christians from other denominations 
to the Beda Unity Week celebrations. 
This fact was wistfully mentioned by 
the Vice-Rector Fr Breen, the celebrant 
at mass. However, as he pointed out, 
we experienced another form of unity 
in that we welcomed back into the 
community the second tranche of the 
holidaymakers, who had spent their 
time in quarantine and had received 
the results of the COVID test. 

Monday 15 February – Tuesday 
23 February 2021

A recent practice had been for the 
whole house to go up to the nearby 
town of Nemi for the retreat. This year, 
however, given the circumstances, 
it was only the third and fourth 
years who went up and fulfilled the 
canonical requirement for a retreat in 
the solitude of Nemi, where the retreat 
centre of the Society of the Divine 
Word was opened up especially for 
them. This group was led in retreat 

by Fr John Carlyle, while the first 
and second years, who remained in 
residence at the Beda, were led by Fr 
Peter Verity.

Wednesday 17 March 2021

We ended the day with a feast 
mass of St Patrick, the highlight of 
which was new man Eamon Salmon 
concluding with the hymn to St 
Patrick. Post dinner, it was bar night 
given it was a Wednesday evening. It 
was a particularly boisterous evening 
given that the Irish all gathered in 
the common room and with Eamon 
Salmon and Dominic McCann at the 
forefront of the cheer regaled us all 
with Irish singing.Prayerful silence during the Nemi retreat

Walking in the grounds of the Divine Word 
Missionaries Retreat Centre

Enjoying the view over the lake at Nemi
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Saturday 20 March 2021

COVID finally made its appearance in 
our little bubble when we discovered 
that Larry Tongco and his daughter, 
who live on-site, had tested positive 
earlier that day. Fortunately, the 
protocols, and the oft-repeated advice 
of prudence and patience, that we 
had been practicing till now allowed 
us to take this news in our stride. 
The following day we reinforced our 
protocols temporarily suspending 
community mass – having mass in two 
separate groups, and group liturgies 
– with the Divine Office being said 
privately until we were all tested for 
the virus on the following Monday.

Saturday 3 April 2021

One of the brothers, Robert McMahon, 
was discovered to have been infected 
by COVID and remained at the hospital 
where he went to investigate a possible 
lung infection. Robert had been 
feeling unwell for a while, but despite 
subjecting himself to various tests was 
always diagnosed as negative. This 
is why, perhaps, this development 
was an unpleasant shock for all of 
us. Understandably, at about dinner 
time when the test was confirmed, we 
cancelled the community’s presence 
at the Easter vigil and remained in our 
rooms, which Fr Rector celebrated by 
himself. Those in contact with Robert 
were also quarantined and new 
tests were scheduled for the coming 
Wednesday, while we said prayers for 
Robert’s well-being, and hope that the 
virus didn’t run amuck in the College.

Monday 12 April 2021

A second round of tests was conducted, 
to make sure that the virus had not 
silently been incubating in us while 
we had our first tests on Wednesday 7 
April. Happily, and perhaps as a result 
of the protocols in place, there were 
no further positives received.

Wednesday 14 April 2021

Ten of the second years were instituted 
as acolytes, with the exception of Br. 
Joel Karlsson TOR who will receive 
the ministry within the order, and 
Robert McMahon, who returned back 
to the college that very day, but was 
still in need of isolation, and more 
importantly, continued rest and 
recuperation. Given the circumstances, 
the second years requested that the 
celebratory meal be postponed until 
Robert’s institution as acolyte.

Ministry of Acolyte (left to right):  
Dominic McCann, Wladimir Siwecki, 
Canon Philip Gillespie, Canon John 
Carlyle, Jason Fernandes, Shaun Doherty, 
Gerard Moore, Andrew Bishop, Sean 
Henry, Maxwell Orkuma, Patrick van der 
Vorst, Fr John Breen, Paul Moores,  
Sr Patricia McDonald SHCJ.
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Thursday 22 April 2021

Several members of the College 
participated in the #WalkWithHope 
fundraising activity on behalf of the 
Irish Chaplaincy in Britain (www.
irishchaplaincy.org.uk) based in 
Camden, London. The Chaplaincy 
provides support for Irish people 
living in Britain, and has been 
supporting “excluded, vulnerable and 
isolated Irish people in Britain since 
1957.” The walk in Rome mirrored 
the mother event which took place 
in London on Wednesday 21 April. 
Members of the Beda College very 
responsibly walked in two’s and 
three’s – to conform to the local 
pandemic regulations – to St Peter’s 
Square from the College the following 
day. Photos were taken (appropriately 
masked and socially-distanced) and 
some of these were included on the 
Irish Chaplaincy’s Facebook page. 
A donation of 350 Euros, from Beda 
staff and students, was made to the 
Chaplaincy in support of their work.

Wednesday 12 May 2021

Nine of the ten first years received 
ministry of lectorate; nine, because 
one of them, James Boyle, had 
received this ministry prior to his 
joining the Beda. Subsequent to 
mass, the house took advantage of 
the fine weather that allowed us to 
throw open the large windows to the 
refectory and with breezes blowing 
through the hall enjoy the now rare 
luxury of a house meal in common.

First year student Eamon Salmon receives 
the Ministry of Lector from the Rector.

Congratulations received by Brian McNally 
for the Ministry of Lector (left to right): Sr 
Carmel Spratt, Ignatius Tan, Brian McNally, 
Michael Harwood and Sr Bee Kennedy.

First Year Students receive the Ministry 
of Lector (left to right): Canon Philip 
Gillespie, Simon Marley, Canon John 
Carlyle, Eamon Salmon, Brian McNally, 
Thomas Hiney, Paul Henderson, David 
Chung, Anthony Kerr, James Boyle, Sr 
Patricia McDonald SHCJ, Peter Shankland, 
Declan O’Keeffe and Fr John Breen.
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Monday 17 May 2021

Gabriella Gallinacci brought her tenure 
of 43 years at the Beda to an end. 
The moment was marked by a little 
reception prior to a full house lunch, 
where she was felicitated and received 
mementos from the College and 
students. 

Tuesday 25 May 2021

St Bede’s day offers up opportunities 
for stock taking as a community, 
an opportunity that the Rector did 
not miss out on in the course of his 
homily at the feast Mass, reflecting 
on how our expectations the past 
year – assuming everything would 
be back to normal – had not quite 
been realised and how the year was 
a difficult one for all of us, and yet 
how constancy and perseverance 
had got us through, as indeed it 
would take us forward. As always, the 
chapel received a spectacular floral 
treatment through Edna’s skilled 
hands. Could it be though, that she 
actually outdid herself this year? 
The feast Mass was made specially 
significant since Robert McMahon, 
the only student to have been ill with 
COVID and unable, therefore, to join 
his class mates receive ministry of 
acolyte was admitted to the ministry.

Dean of Hospitality, Chris Butler presents 
retirement gifts to Gabriella Gallinacci.

Celebrations in the sunshine – the Rector and 
Gabriella on her last working day at the Beda.

Spectacular floral displays for Bede’s Day – 
thank you Edna!

The Rector thanks Gabriella for her years 
of service to the College.
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The personale in the kitchen, too, 
outdid themselves with a feastive 
meal that seemed even more over 
the top than the usual. And we cannot 
of course fail to recognise the gift of 
digestivi gifted by the Sisters at the 
neighbouring convent. All in all - a 
very happy St Bede’s Day!

Robert McMahon receives the Ministry of Acolyte from the Rector at the Bede’s Day Mass.

Robert receives congratulations and best 
wishes on receiving the Ministry of Acolyte.

Many thanks to the Personale for another amazing Bede’s Day festive meal. 
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Thursday 10 June 2021

The climax of the year, the Diaconal 
ordination. Unlike the previous year, 
when we were obliged to conduct it 
under heavy COVID protocols within 
the College; this year we returned to 
the Papal Basilica of St Paul Outside 
the Walls. Not that there weren’t 
COVID-protocols, but the protocols 
we were now obliged to follow were 
nowhere quite as intense as those 
followed the previous year. Once 
again, Cardinal James Michael Harvey, 
who is the Archpriest of the Basilica, 
graciously agreed to ordain the five 
Beda men to the diaconate.

Following the ordination, which was 
marked by a very limited number 
of guests, members of the Beda 
household dispersed for individual 
celebratory lunches, to meet again 
in the evening when, as always, 
the personale outdid themselves in 
providing a smorgasbord of delights. 
Our joy was increased by the presence 
of Cardinal Harvey, both for reason 
of hosting the Cardinal whose homily 
earlier in the day had struck a chord 
with many in the house, but also for 
the fact that this was the first time, 
after the start of the pandemic, that we 
were hosting a guest from outside the 
community to join us in a celebration.

Frank McKendry is 
ordained Deacon 
by Cardinal Harvey 
at St Pauls.

Our new Beda Deacons  
(left to right):  

Frank McKendry,  
Douglas Green,  

Philip Bua,  
Michael Harwood  
and Ignatius Tan. 
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The New Men

James Boyle

I was born in Omagh, Co. Tyrone, Northern Ireland 
on 16 February 1970 to Glaswegian parents Charles 
and Mary. My father was Medical Officer to the Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders. I am the fourth of seven 
children, although we lost the eldest in a road accident. 
Childhood was happy despite my brother’s tragic 
death when I was five. 

I was baptized on 8 March 1970 and received the 
sacraments of Penance, Holy Communion and 
Confirmation at primary school. I served as an altar boy and remember feeling, 
comfortable, special and “at home” in church. In my teens religion became 
removed from day to day existence. God became a philosophical conundrum to 
be solved rather than a loving Person. I got caught up in partying, only attending 
Mass when I felt like it.

I qualified from Queen’s University, Belfast with a BSc in Industrial Management 
and French and a Postgraduate Diploma in Information Management. My son 
Christopher came along just after I turned 20. Although it was difficult growing 
into fatherhood, it has been my greatest joy. 

I moved to the UK as an IT consultant. The work required me to liaise between 
different business teams, involving negotiation, adaptability and compromise. I 
now appreciate how transferable such skills are pastorally. 

I met God in Medjugorje: it was deeply personal, dramatic, transcendent. 
Everything changed: my understanding of God, the world and myself. I had a 
desire for God, but lacked the strength to change. After three or four years, the 
Lord gave me the grace to come more into a spiritual lifestyle. I joined a prayer 
group in Dublin and a wise priest helped me find my spiritual feet. I got to 
know other young people and attended mass and retreats regularly. I still had 
struggles and kept hoping and praying that I would meet someone to share my 
life with. 

In 2007, in Edinburgh, I felt a strong call to priesthood - “Me?! A priest?” A 
few months afterwards I joined a discernment community in London and later 
approached the Bishop of Clogher who sent me to Maynooth. I learned a lot and 
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grew as a person, but it was not the right place for me. I ended up in the Diocese 
of Westminster where, God willing, I hope to serve the Lord as His priest, and do 
some good in the world, in my time under the sun.

David Chung

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called 
Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to 
him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed 
him. [Matthew 9:9]

It was 2013, and I was working as Head of Cash for 
an international banking corporation when I finally 
decided, at the age of 32, that I would take a concrete 
step to find an answer to a call that I felt had been a long time coming. 
Indeed, it took me over a decade since I first had an inkling that the Lord was 
perhaps beckoning me to follow him in a different path. Despite having taken 
that concrete first step, I hadn’t yet come to the realization that my personal 
expectations of who priests were/ought to be were unrealistic: I held them to 
such a high standard that none of them could actually fit the bill. As a result, I 
took a 3-year hiatus in my personal discernment process, and setup my own 
practice as a counselling psychologist (having not officially made use of the 
training and qualifications I obtained in Psychology from the National University 
of Singapore in 2004 until then).

Those three years spent accompanying men of various ages and social 
backgrounds, in their life struggles, helped open my eyes with regards to the 
basic desires and motives that drive all humanity regardless of whether they 
were working in the fields or had a cushy office job. Looking back at the priests 
with whom I had been disappointed three years prior, I then told myself, “Priests 
are men too.” Having come to that realization, another passage from Scripture 
gently whispered to me: Even the Apostles fought among themselves about which 
one of them was the greatest. [NDLR – Luke 22:24]

Having understood that becoming a priest wasn’t about abnegating or giving 
up one’s humanity or being “perfect”, but rather accepting to get up and follow 
in the footsteps of Christ, I got back in touch with the Vocations Director of the 
Diocese of Port-Louis (Mauritius) and entered the Grand Séminaire Saint Jean 
de Nantes (France) in September 2018, which has ultimately led me to have 
the joy of pursuing my next four years of Priestly Formation at the Pontificio 
Collegio Beda.

The New Men
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Paul Henderson
My childhood was spent just outside Dundee, Scotland, 
of presbyterian Highland parents who had moved 
south. My first dream was to be an artist and I studied 
this to begin with. Aged 24, I fell ill with leukemia and 
my life was saved with a bone marrow transplant. This 
experience profoundly affected me. 

After this I changed tack completely and, although 
contemplating the religious life or priesthood, I 
decided eventually to give my life to care. I worked in a Christian charity similar 
to L’Arche and lived and cared for people with learning disabilities for seven 
years, eventually becoming one of the managers. I then completed a Masters in 
social work and pursued a leadership career in this line. A lot of my work involved 
creating new and hopefully better services for people who required intense 
care. I felt particularly drawn to people who were the most disadvantaged or 
rejected, whether because of profound physical or intellectual disabilities, 
mental health or because of their risk to the public because of their violent 
or sexual behaviour. My last few years were spent improving older peoples’ 
services by integrating health and social care. 

I had converted to the Anglican Church in my late twenties, but felt increasingly 
drawn to the Catholic Church, until eventually in 2016, I was confirmed. Shortly 
after this, I felt a call to the priesthood. This mainly involved being unable to think 
about anything else at every waking moment until I decided to apply! Giving up 
my lifelong career was difficult, especially as I worked closely with some amazing 
people, but it has been definitely the right thing to do. I feel blessed to have been 
given this opportunity so late in life and to study at the Beda. 

Thomas Hiney
I have come to the Beda from a five-year stint as an 
Anglican Army chaplain. Prior to that, I was an Anglican 
curate in West Yorkshire (Dewsbury) and before that 
an ordinand in Durham. Warming to this way of telling 
my life story backwards, I shall continue. 

Before Durham I worked as a care-worker in Exeter, and 
before that nine years in South Africa, where I came back 
to faith while attempting to write the greatest historical 
novel ever written. It was never published, but prior to that I had had three books 
published (non-fiction, biographical stuff) and worked as a journalist in London.

The New Men
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London - I was a journalist there for four years, interviewing rock stars, partying, 
and generally suspecting I was wonderful. Before that, I studied English 
Literature at Edinburgh University, which was blissful, like attending a four-year 
long book club in the most beautiful city in the world.

Before that I studied in America for a while, and before that an Army kid, at 
boarding schools in England from 9-18, while my parents moved around. Dad 
worked as an Army chaplain in Cyprus, Germany, Belgium, and Northern Ireland. 
It was a privileged life which I should be more grateful for, rather than (or as 
well as) cringing now at all my adolescent sins and naïve mistakes. 

At birth, I broke the hospital record as the heaviest child in Birmingham’s history, 
weighing in at an impressive 12 pounds. It took Mum a while to see the funny 
side, but we laugh about it now. That’s the headlines - for the rest you’ll have 
to buy me a coffee. Of course, God made me, and I sincerely hope to re-join 
Him one day in heaven. I find life wonderful but exhausting, am loving being 
Catholic, thank the Lord that I am here, and don’t ever want to let Him down. 

Anthony Kerr

I am the oldest in my family and became the brother to 
three siblings over the course of thirteen years. It was 
in this setting that I came to a basic knowledge of my 
Catholic faith.

I proceeded to secondary school from primary school, 
attending St Oliver Plunkett’s primary school and St 
Patrick’s Classical School, an all-boys Catholic school 
in Navan Town. As art was one of my favourite subjects 
in school, and as I had an interest in animation and cartoon drawing as a hobby, 
I decided to do a degree in classical animation in third level.

After three years of struggling through the animation course I decided not to 
pursue it further as a career. During this final year by chance I discovered a 
small community of Salesians living in the middle of the NUI Maynooth campus 
where I attended daily Eucharistic Adoration during the first year. I decided 
to take a year’s sabbatical from studies, but not before deciding to return to 
college in St Patrick’s College, Maynooth, securing a place on the BA Theology 
undergraduate degree course for the academic year 2000.

On my return to academic studies in Maynooth, I lived with the Salesian 
community under the guidance of Fr Michael Ross SDB, while attending lectures 
in theology, philosophy and Nua-Gaeilge for the undergraduate degree. I left 
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Maynooth in 2003 having obtained a joint honours BATheol. degree and began 
my teaching career in September of that year until present, returning to study 
part-time in 2005 in Trinity College to complete a H.Dip. in Education. I taught 
in an all boys fee paying secondary school from 2003-2017 before moving to 
a school closer to home. From September 2017 to September 2020 I taught in 
Dunshaughlin Community College. I attended Mass with Fr David Jones each 
morning in the Hermitage, Duleek, County Meath before work. 

I feel I have matured under the guidance of Fr David, my parish priest Fr Declan 
Hurley and my Bishop Tom Deenihan who have helped me discern this vocation. 

Simon Marley

I am 55 years old, born in Manchester and the eldest 
of four brothers. My family background is strongly 
Catholic, with my father a Permanent (Retired) Deacon 
and my mother a Church Organist and Methodist-
convert.

My working background is in Accountancy. I graduated 
in that subject in 1988 and qualified as a Chartered 
Accountant in 1993. Over the course of nearly 30 
years, my profession offered me a wide range of 
working experiences in sectors such as public practice, the chemical industry, 
financial services, housing, and latterly education (University). But the secular 
world of finance eventually lost its allure, as I increasingly questioned my 
ultimate purpose in life.

I can trace my sense of vocation back to the mid 1990’s, but it was not until 
2017 that I responded actively to the nagging voice in my head which had been 
quietly, but persistently asking me “Why not consider priesthood?” Pivotal 
to my change of direction were two important events: a moving retreat at St 
Beuno’s Jesuit Spirituality Centre, and a series of supportive Spiritual Direction 
sessions with a diocesan priest friend.

During 2018, I became much more involved in my local parish in Blackpool 
(where I and my parents were resident). Regular contact with a Vocations Director 
led to an application to become a candidate for the Diocese of Lancaster in 
early 2019. 

I completed my Propaedeutic Phase of Formation at the Royal English College 
in Valladolid, Spain between September 2019 and June 2020, the last three 
months completed remotely due to the Coronavirus pandemic.
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I am delighted to be given this opportunity to continue my formation at the 
Pontifical Beda College in Rome. Since arriving in early October 2020, our 
band of First Years has knitted closely together, with a great sense of brotherly 
friendship and mutual love and support. 

Brian McNally

I am a member of a family of thirteen. I was brought 
up in the Catholic faith by my devout Catholic parents 
and as a result developed a strong faith. We were 
taught the morals of right and wrong.

I was brought up in the small town of Coalisland in Co. 
Tyrone, Northern Ireland, and there I attended St Joseph’s 
Secondary School for my education; then afterwards 
on to Dungannon Technical College where I learned 
my trade in carpentry and joinery. I worked all my life as a joiner, and in the last 
twenty years my brother and I set up our own kitchen and bedroom manufacturing 
business. I was also a fire-fighter in the Northern Ireland Fire Service.

In my twenties I felt this sensation of God calling me and, on searching into it, I 
was sent to the Columban Fathers in Navan, Dublin. After a few short stays with 
them I left, but to return. Back home life carried on. The world was big and I wanted 
to see it. But this pulling sensation towards God has always been with me. So in 
2019 I visited a vocations director in Armagh which lasted for several months. He 
then sent me to Salamanca in Spain on a Propaedeutic Course. On returning from 
Spain after six months, I had a meeting with the Archbishop of Armagh to discuss 
the next step of my journey – which was decided to be the Beda College in Rome. 

I thank God for my family, friends and all the students and staff at the Beda who 
are praying for me and helping me on this next stage of my journey. 

Deaglán Ó Caoimh / Declan O’Keeffe 

I grew up on a farm in the West of Ireland during 
the 1970s and 1980s.   Upon completing secondary 
school I studied mathematics.  I completed doctorates 
in mathematics, theoretical physics, philosophy and 
law.  I also trained as a barrister (and was admitted to 
practice at the Bar of Ireland) and as a canon lawyer 
(and was awarded the ecclesiastical degree of Iuris 
Canonici Licentiatius).
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Over the past 30 years I have worked variously as a manual labourer (attending 
a conveyor-belt in a factory), a university tutor and lecturer (in the mathematical 
sciences), a computer programmer (developing mobile telecommunications 
software), a quantitative analyst (specifying trading strategies for hedge fund 
managers and currency traders), a bureaucrat (within a national financial 
supervisory authority), a eurocrat (within European financial supervisory 
authorities) as well as a consultant (on banking regulation and financial risk 
management). In my last job I was part of a team which was responsible for a 
bank’s statistical models for credit risk management.

I am presently a seminarian for the Diocese of Waterford and Lismore in the 
Republic of Ireland.  I am grateful for the opportunity to discern the Will of God 
which the Bishop of Waterford and Lismore and the Rector, staff and students of 
the Pontificio Collegio Beda have afforded me.  May God’s Will be done.

Eamon Salmon
I’m 64 years of age, from Dublin, Ireland, now living in 
Wexford. My family was very Catholic. I’m one of five 
siblings. As a young boy I served mass most weekends 
and on occasions during the week before going to 
school. I felt I wanted to become a priest. I met my 
future wife, Antoinette, when we were teenagers. After 
that the thought of the priesthood disappeared out of 
my head entirely.

I was with my wife for 39 years of marriage. We were blessed with four wonderful 
children. Even though I was married I was always helping out with the church in 
some capacity: the sale of works or helping repair/replace the wrought ironwork 
fixtures around the church – assembling ironwork was part of my profession. 

When my children had grown up, I started to go to Lourdes every year where I 
worked in the baths and also in the Accueil (where severely disabled pilgrims stay).

My wife was diagnosed with a chronic condition, idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, 
in 2004. I was told she had two years to live: she lived for another 11 years. 
I retired from work in 2012 to care for her because she needed 24/7 care. 
Antoinette was on oxygen and had to go to hospital a couple of times a year, 
becoming more frequent as the years went by.

My wife passed away on 11 August 2015. Two weeks later my sister died 
suddenly. Earlier that year one of my uncles also died. Meanwhile, I was still 
helping to care for my mother. Whenever a crisis arose during these times I was 
always blessed – the Lord was there to help me.
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I felt I was getting the calling to the priesthood again in 2016 and 2017, but kept 
pushing it away. At a family funeral in Ballina, County Mayo the priest, whom I 
did not know, asked me if I had ever thought about becoming a priest. Following 
this conversation the calling became stronger. To cut a long story short, I ended 
up contacting the vocations director for the Diocese of Ferns.

I’m here at the Beda now and very happy with the decision I’ve made, because I 
do feel it’s the right decision for me. 

Peter Shankland
My name is Peter John Shankland. I was brought up as 
a Catholic from birth in a village called Strathaven in 
South Lanarkshire. I went to university in Edinburgh and 
loved the city so much that I decided to continue living 
and working there. Most of my previous experience is 
in customer services, however I did have a short, but 
rewarding, career as a Primary School teacher as well.

I felt a very strong call to become a priest from about 
2016, however I suppressed this at first as I did not really understand what God 
wanted for me. Looking back I think I was looking for concrete answers. Having 
been to Rome on a pilgrimage in 2018 I had a very strong urge to explore exactly 
what God’s intention for me was. It was appropriate that this happened whilst 
sitting in the garden at the Vatican Museum. 

I feel I am in the right place and I firmly believe that although I am a late 
vocation, God has been preparing me for this all my life. I am very lucky to have 
a supportive family and friends as well as my local parish. I am also very grateful 
for the warm welcome I have had here at the Beda and I am looking forward to 
getting to know our community.
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Ordinations 2021
Priesthood

Matthew Bond Wrexham 10 July

Christopher Butler Leeds 17 July

Alexander Chow Melbourne 11 September

Anthony Grant Brentwood 23 July

Damien Locke Armidale 14 August

Ludvig Ludvigsen TOR Third Order Regular of St  
Francis of Assisi

7 August

Markus Ohlsson TOR Third Order Regular of St  
Francis of Assisi

7 August

Michael Smith East Anglia 3 July

Diaconate

William Pillai Malacca Johore 13 April

Philip Bua Argyll and the Isles 10 June

Douglas Green Glasgow 10 June

Michael Harwood Liverpool 10 June

Francis McKendry Glasgow 10 June

Ignatius Tan Melbourne 10 June
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The Beda  
Association 2021
President
Revd Mgr Roderick Strange 

Vice-president 
Revd Fr Michael Thomas 

Hon. Secretary 
Revd Fr Michael McLaughlin
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Carmel House
7 Wesley Place
Silsden 
West Yorkshire  
BD20 0PH
michaelmclaughlin5@gmail.com

Hon. Treasurer 
Revd Canon John Weatherill

Diocesan Representatives

Diocese of Arundel & Brighton
To be appointed

Archdiocese of Birmingham
Revd Fr John Peyton
St Thomas Moore Presbytery
Horse Shoe Lane
Sheldon
B26 2HU
johnpeyton64@hotmail.com

Diocese of Brentwood
Revd Fr Joseph Tan
Most Holy Redeemer Presbytery
Petersfield Ave
Harold Hill
Romford, 
Essex
RM3 9PB
haroldhillmhr@dioceseofbrentwood.org

Archdiocese of Cardiff
To be appointed

Diocese of Clifton
Revd Fr Michael Thomas
Sacred Heart Presbytery 
8 Townsend Road
Minehead  
TA24 5RG
minehead@cliftondiocese.com

Diocese of East Anglia 
To be appointed

Diocese of Hallam
To be appointed

Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle
Revd Mgr Andrew Faley
St Edwards’ Presbytery
Coquet Ave
Whitley Bay
Tyne & Wear    
NE26 1EE
ajfaley@yahoo.co.uk
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Diocese of Lancaster 
Revd Fr Andrew Broster 
St John the Evangelist Presbytery
The Willows
Ribby Road
Kirkham
Lancs  
PR4 2BE
andrewtbroster@gmail.com

Diocese of Leeds 
Revd Fr Michael McLaughlin
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Presbytery
Carmel House
7 Wesley Place
Silsden, 
West Yorkshire    
BD20 0PH
michaelmclaughlin5@gmail.com

Archdiocese of Liverpool
Revd Fr Andrew Jolly
9 Mort Street
Wigan
Greater Manchester
WN6 7AU
frandrewjolly@hotmail.com

Diocese of Menevia
To be appointed 

Diocese of Middlesbrough
Revd Canon Gerard Robinson
St Mary’s Cathedral
Dalby Way 
Coulby Newham 
Middlesbrough     
TS8 0TW
gerard.paul@btopenworld.com

Diocese of Northampton
To be appointed

Diocese of Nottingham
Revd Fr John Kyne
St Philip Neri Presbytery
3 Chesterfield Road South
Mansfield
Notts      
NG19 7AB
frjohnkyne@gmail.com

Diocese of Plymouth
Revd Fr Brian Kenwrick
St Mary’s Presbytery
Killigrew Street
Falmouth
Cornwall      
TR11 3PR
brian.kenwrick@prcdtr.org.uk

Diocese of Portsmouth
Revd Fr David Sillince
St Boniface House
413 Shirley Road
Shirley
Southampton, Hampshire.    
SO15 3JD
davidsillince@yahoo.co.uk

Diocese of Salford
To be appointed

Diocese of Shrewsbury 
Revd Fr Robin Sutton 
9 Sherborne Road
Wallasey
Wirral, Cheshire    
CH44 2EY
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Revd Fr David Craig
42 Cromwell Court
Beam Street
Nantwich      
CW5 5NZ

Archdiocese of Southwark
Revd Fr Stephen Wymer 
St Simon Stock Presbytery
5 Bleakwood Road
Walderslade
Chatham, Kent    
ME5 0NF
frswymer@hotmail.co.uk

Revd Fr Philip Seed
Peveril
Fordoun Road
Broadstairs
Kent     
CT10 2BN
philipseed@yahoo.co.uk

Diocese of Wrexham  
To be appointed

Archdiocese of Westminster 
Revd Fr Tom Montgomery
St Matthew’s Presbytery
32 Hallowell Road  
Norwood
Middlesex 
HA6 1DW
tommontgomery@rcdow.org.uk
 

Scotland

Archdiocese of St Andrews & 
Edinburgh
Revd Fr Jeremy Milne 
St John the Baptist Presbytery
37 St Ninian’s Road
Edinburgh
Lothian     
EH12 8AL 
jeremymmilne@googlemail.com

Diocese of Argyll & the Isles 
Revd Canon Roderick Johnston  
The Visitation Presbytery
Taynuilt 
Argyllshire 
PA35 1JQ 
taynuilt@rcdai.org.uk

Australia   

Revd Fr Geoffrey McIlroy
St Macartan’s Church
Mornington 
Victoria 3931  
Australia 
geoffmcilroy@gmail.com

Annual General Meeting 2021

Due to Coronavirus it has not been 
possible to hold AGMs in 2020 or May 
2021. However, the good news is that 
we intend holding an AGM with Mass 
and Dinner on Thursday 9 September 
2021 at Wistaston Hall in Crewe. The 
report on this AGM will be in the Beda 
Review 2022.
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Deaths remembered since the last AGM

Name Date of Death Diocese Years at the 
Beda

Fr Martin Griffiths 18 August 2020 MSFS 1972-76

Fr Anthony Garrett 3 September 2020 Liverpool 1981-85

Fr Hugh Purcell 6 October 2020 St Andrews & 
Edinburgh

1996-2000

Mgr Austin Hunt 6 October 2020 Liverpool 1960-64

Fr Desmond Power 30 October 2020 Liverpool 1978-82

Fr Jack Kennedy 25 November 2020 Leeds 1983-87

Fr Geoffrey Parfitt 19 December 2020 Leeds 1964-68

Fr James Clarkson 2 January 2021 Liverpool 1961-65

Fr James Earley 21 March 2021 Nottingham 1991-95

Canon William Isaac 28 March 2021 Cardiff 1980-84 

Fr Kevin Alban 4 May 2021 Carmelite Professor

Fr Andrew Carrol 3 June 2021 Camillian 1992-96

Obituaries of some of the above are in this edition of The Beda Review

Financial Report

A financial report will be given at the AGM on 9 September 2021.

Anniversaries of Priesthood 2021

1996 – 25th Anniversary 

• Fr Matthew Blockley Chalan Kanoa, Marianas Islands
• Fr Michael Bonaccorsi, Archdiocese of Birmingham 
• Fr Paul Dennett, Archdiocese of Southwark
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• Fr John Fennelly, Archdiocese of Tuam, Ireland
• Fr Douglas Hutton, Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh
• Fr Daniel Maungani, Diocese of Solwezi, Zambia
• Fr Bernard McGilloway, Diocese of Brentwood
• Fr Peter McGiveron, Diocese of Salford
• Fr Kevan O’Brien, Archdiocese of Liverpool
• Fr Jason Rodas Ortega, Diocese of Lwena, Angola
• Fr Philip Thomas, Diocese of Clifton

1981 – 40th Anniversary

•  Fr Francis Bermingham, Diocese of Clifton
•  Fr John Steward, Archdiocese of Birmingham

1971 – 50th Anniversary 

•  Fr Patrick Armstrong, Archdiocese of Birmingham 
•  Fr Norman Birch, Archdiocese of Vancouver
•  Fr Peter Crowther, Archdiocese of Liverpool
•  Fr Geoffrey Davey, Archdiocese of Sydney, Australia
•  Fr Henry Ferro, Archdiocese of Malta
•  Fr Michael Finch, Diocese of Northampton
•  Fr David Gould, Diocese of Lancaster
•  Fr Dennis Hickley, Diocese of Portsmouth
•  Fr William Hughes, Diocese of Northampton
•  Fr Richard Leeming, Diocese of Arundel & Brighton
•  Fr McGrath, Augustinian
•  Fr Desmond Millet, Diocese of Clifton
•  Fr Patrick Norton, Diocese of Lancaster
•  Fr Bartholomew O’Dea, Diocese of Sandhurst, Australia
•  Fr Francis Parkinson, Archdiocese of Southwark

Ad Multos Annos to all!

The Beda Association Objectives:

-  To enable former students and staff of the College to meet at least annually; 
to concelebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass together, and to meet socially.

-  To pray for the deceased members of the College and Association.
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-  To provide for the spiritual welfare of the College and its members, by 
prayer and association.

 -  To provide for the financial assistance of the present and future students of 
the Beda College.

 -  Membership of the Beda Association is open to former staff and students 
and anyone willing to promote the objects of the Association.                              

Please help by becoming a member of this Association 

Those ordained from the College in this present year will continue to be associate 
members as they were during their time at the College.  

Those who were ordained in 2019 and 2020 and anyone who is not yet a member 
is invited to become a full member by filling in the request for membership and 
returning it to the Secretary along with the annual or life subscription. 

Office holders

The present officer holders will continue in office until the next AGM.

Might I ask two things of the members:

1. Those who are members encourage those newly ordained to consider  
becoming members of the Association. 

2. That you might encourage those who have not yet given permission for the 
Association to keep their contact details would do so. Because of this lack 
of permission I hold at this present time contact details for 202 members 
whereas prior to the new data protection legislation I held contact details 
of 372 members.

Please continue to hold the Pontificio Collegio Beda in your prayers, the students 
and academic and office staff, the sisters and the personale with the members of 
the Beda Association.

God bless

Fr Michael McLaughlin
Secretary to the Beda Association
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Obituaries
Fr Martin Griffiths MSFS

Born: 11 November 1938
Ordained: 16 June 1976
Died: 18 August 2020

Fr Martin was born on 11 November 1938 on the Feast 
of St Martin of Tours in Ireland. He grew up in County 
Clare and went to Secondary School in Ennistymon. 
Although they did not know each other at the time, he 
was there at the same time as Mgr Gabriel Leyden, who 
assisted at the Priestly Ordination of Fr Martin on 16 
June 1976 at the church of Our Lady, the Immaculate Conception, Devizes as 
the MC, being then Secretary to Bishop Mervyn Alexander who conducted the 
Ordination as the Bishop of Clifton.

After his school studies, Fr Martin came to England and trained as a psychiatric 
nurse at Roundway Hospital in Devizes. He also trained as a general nurse 
and served at the Royal United Hospital in Bath. But he discerned a calling 
to the Priesthood, and came back to his spiritual home of Devizes, to join the 
Missionaries of St Francis de Sales (Fransalians) who held and continue to 
serve that parish. He entered the novitiate held in the Parish House at Holy 
Ghost, Yeovil under Fr Denis Breen, joined by Huebert Miranda who served in 
this Diocese for many years as Parish Priest of Royal Wootton Bassett. As a late 
vocation, he was sent to the Beda College in Rome for his seminary studies. 
Towards the end of his time at the Beda, he joined a number of seminarians for 
an audience with Pope St Paul VI, who presented him with a book.

After his Ordination, Fr Martin served as an Assistant Priest at Holy Ghost, Yeovil 
then Assistant Priest at Devizes, and then as Novice Master at the Provincial 
House in Charlton Kings, Cheltenham (next door to Nazareth House). After this 
he served as Pastor in Atlanta in the USA. After returning to England he served 
as Parish Priest for over 20 years at St Francis de Sales, Hampton Hill and was 
Provincial for England for nine years. He then came back to our Diocese in 2009, 
as Parish Priest at Yeovil.

In his mid-70s, Fr Martin looked to retire, but to a position where he could still 
be of service. After four years at Yeovil, he became Chaplain at Nazareth House, 
Malahide Road in Dublin. However, he had taken good care of his health and 
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so was looking for a more active position. An opportunity came up to be Parish 
Priest at the MSFS Parish in Malmesbury. He spent about four years there, a 
highly fruitful time, working particularly well with Deacon Steve Boughton. 
Now in his 80s, he reduced his workload and was happy to take on the smaller 
neighbouring parish at Royal Wootton Bassett just before Lent in 2020: a few 
weeks later there was the lockdown. But even in his short time there, he touched 
the hearts of many parishioners and people of the town who often saw him out 
and about, particularly tending the parish garden. 

His diagnosis of terminal cancer a few weeks before his death did not overly 
worry him: as a medical professional, he knew what was going to happen, and 
he applied the caring words he had given to others to himself. His deep faith 
certainly was of great help, and even in the ten days or so he was in Nazareth 
House in Cheltenham, he was able to minister to members of staff who came to 
chat to him and found a friendly ear. He passed from this world in Gloucestershire 
Royal Hospital just after midnight on Tuesday, 18 September, just after one of 
his favourite Feasts, Our Lady of Knock, having been fortified by the Sacraments 
and Prayers of the Church. 

May he rest in peace. Amen.

Fr Anthony Garrett 

Born: 17 May 1923
Ordained: 23 June 1985
Died: 3 September 2020 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Fr Anthony Garrett, who died on 
Thursday 3 September 2020, aged 97 years. He was in the 36th year of his 
priesthood.

Anthony Paschal Barrett was born on 17 May 1923 in Waterloo, Liverpool, the 
son of Thomas and Norah Garrett. His father was the main agent for the Harrison 
Shipping Company and his mother a schoolteacher at St Alexander’s, Bootle. 
He was educated firstly at Seafield Convent Preparatory School and then at St 
Mary’s College, Great Crosby.

Aged 15, he was apprenticed to Rigby’s Auto Engineers of Great Crosby from 
1938 until 1941, before joining the Royal Air Force. He was attached to a 
mobile radar warning unit and found himself in Normandy following the D Day 
landings. After demobilisation in 1947 he worked as a relief theatre manager for 
a subsidiary of the J. Arthur Rank Theatre Group.
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During this period he married Elizabeth Gradwell, from Little Crosby, and 
they had a daughter, Helen. Sadly, they were blessed with only a few years of 
marriage, as his wife developed an inoperable brain tumour and she died at the 
age of just 35.

As theatres began to close in the wake of the burgeoning television industry, 
he found more secure employment with Borthwick and Sons, meat importers, at 
Canada Dock, where he worked from 1954 until 1960. After a brief administrative 
job in local government at Bootle Town Hall (1960-63), he returned to industry 
for a succession of jobs through the 1960s and 1970s: Courtaulds (1964-69); 
Vauxhall Motors, Ellesmere Port (1969-74); Metal Box Company, Aintree (1974-
77) and finally CBS Car Batteries (1977-81).

In 1981 he was accepted by Archbishop Derek Worlock as a student for the 
priesthood and sent to the Beda College in Rome. He was ordained priest at 
St Jerome’s, Formby, on 23 June 1985. Following ordination he was appointed 
assistant priest at St Oswald’s, Old Swan, Liverpool. In November 1991 he was 
appointed parish priest at St Aidan’s, Huyton, before his final appointment to St 
Cuthbert’s, Liverpool, in January 1993. He retired from active ministry in 2002 
and spent his remaining years near Maidstone in Kent.

Fr Hugh Purcell 

Born: 6 August 1958
Ordained: July 2000  
Died: 6 October 2020

Hugh Purcell (1958-2020) died unexpectedly at St 
John Vianney’s parish house in Gilmerton, Edinburgh. 
He was 62 years old.  He was born on 6 August 1958 
and baptised at St Margaret’s in Loanhead. He studied 
for the priesthood at the Pontifical Beda College in Rome and was ordained at 
Our Lady’s in Currie in 2000.

This year marked the 20th anniversary of his ordination. In a Mass of Thanksgiving at 
Our Lady of Loretto church in Musselburgh Fr Purcell spoke openly of his addiction 
issues and his deep love and thanks to God. He said: “The more I’m around and trying 
to stay in recovery a day at a time I do realise better what St Paul’s words essentially 
mean – that love is the greatest of the virtues. So it’s in love and thanksgiving that I 
offer up this Mass…I thank Him deeply for these 20 years.”

In July last year he had moved to the parish house in Musselburgh, a placed he 
“loved”. There he received support and friendship from parish priest Fr Basil 
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Clark, who studied at the Beda College with him.  Fr Basil said: “I will miss his 
humour and earthy goodness. He was enormously kind and compassionate, 
especially to people with addiction problems - he was willing to travel miles 
for them.”

Fr Hugh was well known across the Archdiocese having served in parishes in 
the Borders, East Lothian and Edinburgh. Archbishop Cushley said: “My sincere 
condolences go to the family and friends of Fr Hugh. The Archdiocese and many 
of the clergy, laity and friends, especially in these last months, endeavoured 
to assist him with his problems about which he was very honest, and I’m very 
grateful to all of them. May he rest in peace.”

Fr Hugh is survived by a brother and two sisters.

Mgr Austin Hunt

Born: 9 June 1932
Ordained: 14 March 1964  
Died: 6 October 2020

The name of Mgr Austin Hunt who has died aged 88, 
is synonymous with the permanent diaconate. For 
40 years he was its Director in the Archdiocese of 
Liverpool - firmly establishing it as an integral feature 
of many parishes. 

Pope Paul VI issued norms for the restoration of the permanent diaconate in 
1967, but by the 1970s only a handful of permanent deacons existed across 
England and Wales. Archbishop Derek Worlock was determined that it should 
be established in the archdiocese. His choice for Director for the Permanent 
Diaconate was Austin Hunt - assistant to Canon Gerard Walsh at Sacred Heart, 
Wigan. In February 1977 Fr Austin joined the staff at the Metropolitan Cathedral 
and co-ordinated the programme of formation for the first group of candidates. 
Deacon Leo McNicholas commented: “As one of the first group of five men to be 
prepared for ordination, in what was then a journey into almost unknown territory, 
I am grateful to Mgr Austin for his meticulous attention to detail, particularly in 
regard to liturgy.” Fr Austin visited many dioceses across Europe and the United 
States to learn from their experience and with help from a dedicated team of 
tutors and helpers, including Vincent Nichols, John Rawsthorne and Vincent 
Malone, he developed the formation programme.

Fr Austin threw himself tirelessly into his work. He visited diaconal candidates, 
their wives and families at home. He arranged retreats and social events for 
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the diaconal family. Deacon John Traynor recalls that, “Despite his often stern 
manner, Austin was very personable… He loved nothing better than the social 
evenings after retreats at Upholland, when we were all encouraged to give a spot 
as singers, raconteurs, musicians, story tellers, comedians…He looked forward to 
a few whiskies nattering at the bar.”

In recognition of his untiring dedication to this task he was appointed a Prelate 
of Honour by Pope John Paul II on 26 October 1992. Over the years he acquired 
a great deal of experience shared enthusiastically with others. He served as 
a member of the International Diaconate Committee and addressed several 
international conferences. He chaired the National Conference of Diaconate 
Directors and Deacon Delegates for England and Wales.

On 12 June 2016 he presented his final two candidates for ordination. He had 
been responsible for the formation of more than 100 permanent deacons. At 
the reception the Archbishop read a message from Cardinal Vincent Nichols: “It 
gives me great pleasure to write this personal message of congratulations to you 
as you begin your well-earned retirement, or should I say, prepare to gracefully 
fade into the background! I thank God for all the gifts that he has given you 
and I thank you for your generosity in sharing those gifts so readily with others. 
You have done a remarkable job in directing the Diaconate programme, in the 
Diocese of Liverpool, over these past forty years.” Archbishop Malcolm added: 
“Behind every good man is a good woman,” in recognition of the support from 
Austin’s sister Barbara.

Austin William Hunt was born on 9 June 1932 at Appleton, Widnes, of Robert 
Hunt and Evelyn (née Farrington). With brother Joseph and sister Barbara, he 
grew up in St Bede’s parish, Widnes. He attended St Bede’s School until the 
outbreak of war in 1939, when the family moved to Rhyl and then to St Teresa’s 
Birkdale. He attended St Teresa’s School and became an altar server. The family 
returned to Widnes in 1942. In 1943 Austin had the choice of three secondary 
school scholarships. St Edward’s College, Sandfield Park, Liverpool, was chosen. 
The family returned to Southport in February 1945 and spent time in various 
parishes each of which contributed to Austin’s religious formation. Fr Brian Foley 
at St Teresa’s encouraged Austin’s growing awareness of things liturgical and 
musical. In 1950 Austin began his training as a teacher at St Mary’s, Strawberry 
Hill, specialising in Latin and Spanish, and qualifying in 1952. He taught briefly 
at St Mary’s, Warrington, and then at two schools in Southport. In 1960 he 
began training for the priesthood at the Beda College and whilst there became 
involved in looking after pilgrims, making good use of his Italian and Spanish. 
He was ordained priest on 14 March 1964 at the Basilica of St Paul.
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Following ordination he served in several parishes as assistant priest: St Francis 
of Assisi, Garston (September 1964); St John, Kirkdale (December 1964); St 
William, Ince (September 1970), Sacred Heart, Wigan (November 1971), the 
Metropolitan Cathedral, Liverpool (February 1977) and St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Waterloo (September 1979). From 1976 he combined parochial duties with his 
role with the Permanent Diaconate.

He had two appointments as parish priest: St Thomas More, Aigburth (1984-
1992) and All Saints, Anfield (1992-2008). He was a dedicated parish priest and 
served his parishioners well. Parish life was often enriched by the celebrations 
connected with candidacy and the ministries received by aspiring candidates 
to the diaconate, as well as the many other varied gatherings of the diaconal 
family. He retired from parish ministry in 2008, after which he lived with his 
sister Barbara in Birkdale, enjoying a gentler pace of life, with continued support 
of friends and colleagues.

In 2014 he celebrated the Golden Jubilee of his ordination to the priesthood. 
He said: “I really enjoyed every moment and I am very grateful to all those who 
helped to organise it and were able to join me on the day to give thanks for 
fifty years of priesthood.” Thus, with joyful enthusiasm and thanksgiving, he 
described this personal milestone. He could probably have spoken in similar vein 
about the permanent diaconate and the ministry of deacons in the Archdiocese.

He died in the early hours of Tuesday 6 October 2020. May he rest in peace.

Fr Desmond Power

Born: 8 March 1929
Ordained: 26 June 1982
Died: 30 October 2020
Age: 91 years, his 39th Year of Priesthood

Fr Des Power, died aged 91, was well known as a teacher and priest. He spent 
nearly 30 years teaching as a Brother of Christian Instruction (De La Mennais 
Brothers) at schools in Shropshire, Southampton and Liverpool, before taking 
holy orders. He was born in Liverpool on 8 March 1929, the youngest of nine 
children of Lawrence and Rose Power (née Graham) and was baptised at St 
Michael’s Church, West Derby Road, on 31 March 1929. He received his early 
education at St Michael’s School. 

In later life he reflected that his path to the priesthood might have come earlier if 
his family circumstances had been different. He grew up in a family that practised 
the piety typical of the period. The influence of his devout mother, the prayers 
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said together at home and the friendly relationships with the parish clergy all 
helped to nurture a religious vocation. Yet he sensed a certain diffidence on the 
part of his parents, given their financial circumstances, of entertaining hope of 
a priestly vocation for one of their sons. It was a visiting Brother of Christian 
Instruction who provided the vocational catalyst in the Power household, with 
the result that his brother Cyril went to the Juniorate in Shropshire. 

Aged 11 he proceeded to St Joseph’s College at Pell Wall Hall near Market 
Drayton, where his brother Cyril was already a pupil, and entered the novitiate in 
September 1944, taking the religious name Robert. He made his final profession 
in 1951 and until 1960 taught Religious Instruction and French, firstly at Market 
Drayton and then at St Mary’s College, Southampton. In 1960 he went up to 
Oxford to read Modern Languages. Then, after a year’s tertianship in Jersey, he 
resumed teaching at Southampton, before transferring to St Francis Xavier’s 
College, Woolton from where he left in 1979 to begin training for the priesthood. 

His former pupils speak highly of him as an excellent teacher with a great sense 
of humour and always ready with an anecdote or two, characteristics that he 
would maintain in his ministry as a parish priest. He was very active, too, in 
promoting exchange visits between France and England for both pupils and 
Brothers.

In his native Liverpool he is chiefly associated with St Francis Xavier’s College 
where he first arrived in 1972. The Jesuits, who had run the school, withdrew 
in 1974 and Br Power was appointed headmaster. By this time he was an 
experienced teacher and had the administrative capabilities for the headship, 
yet became increasingly dissatisfied. Rather wistfully he observed the more 
pastoral life of the school chaplain and thoughts of the priesthood surfaced 
once again. In 1979 he was accepted by Archbishop Worlock as a student for 
the priesthood and resigned the headship. Though he left the De La Mennais 
Brothers, he retained a deep affection for St Francis Xavier’s College. Following 
his ordination he regularly celebrated Mass in the College and was a frequent 
visitor to the Brothers’ community. Indeed, they provided a tremendous support 
to him not least in the years of his retirement and increasing infirmity.

His priestly formation lasted three years; one year at the Beda College, Rome 
(1979-80) and two years at All Hallows, Dublin (1980-82). He was ordained to 
the priesthood by Archbishop Worlock at the Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ 
the King, Liverpool, on 26 June 1982. 

Following ordination he was appointed assistant priest at St Joseph’s, Leigh, 
for five years until his first appointment as parish priest at St Aidan’s, Huyton, 
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in August 1987. He resigned as parish priest in 1991 and was in residence at 
English Martyrs, Litherland, until September 1992, when he was made parish 
priest at Twelve Apostles, Leigh. His final appointment came in September 
1995, as parish priest at St Paschal Baylon, Liverpool. There he spent ten happy 
years until his retirement in September 2005. In retirement he lived at Our Lady 
of the Assumption, Gateacre, and then for several years in a flat close to Christ 
the King, Queens Drive, Liverpool. 

Towards the end of his life, he became increasingly frail, and moved to Nazareth 
House, Crosby.

Fr Jack Kennedy

Born: 11 March 1934
Ordained: 19 September 1987
Died: 25 November 2020

Jack Kennedy was born in Keighley on 11 February 
1934 and was a member of a large extended family, 
well-known in the town’s Catholic community. He was 
educated at St Joseph’s School and St Anne’s School 
in Keighley. He left school at the age of fifteen and 
worked as a wool sorter at a mill in Ingrow. From 1952-54 he did National Service 
and trained as a Radar Operator. In 1956 he joined the Montfort Missionaries to 
pursue his vocation to the religious life and remained with them for the next 
12 years, without proceeding to priestly ordination. Thereafter he returned to 
Yorkshire and worked in the building trade until, in 1983, he was accepted as a 
student for the Leeds diocese by Bishop Wheeler and entered the Beda College 
in Rome.

Fr Kennedy was ordained in his home parish, at St Anne’s Church, Keighley on 
19 September 1987. The following month he became Assistant Priest at St 
Anthony’s, Beeston where he stayed until 1990. Subsequently he served in the 
same capacity at St Anne’s Cathedral (1990-91), SS Peter & Paul, Yeadon (1991-
93) and St Mary’s, Halifax (1993-95). In 1995 he was appointed Parish Priest of 
St Joseph & St Thomas, Goole and in 2001 he moved to St Brendan’s parish at 
Greengates on the outskirts of Bradford. He retired from active ministry in 2006 
and returned to Keighley, where he resided until his death on 25 November 2020.

For some years after his ordination Fr Jack assisted with the work of the Finance 
and Property Office in the Diocesan Curia, where he was always a popular 
presence, and well remembered for cycling from home to the Curial Offices 
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most days, in true Kennedy fashion. At other times, notably on his day off and at 
holiday times, he opted for a different mode of transport, keeping a narrow boat 
moored at Apperley Bridge on the Leeds-Liverpool Canal.

Fr Kennedy was a down to earth character, reflecting his roots in industrial 
Yorkshire and in the strong Catholic community of his native Keighley. His was 
a late vocation but the realisation of his calling enabled him to serve, with a 
straightforward dedication, the Bishops and people of the Diocese of Leeds for 
more than thirty years.

May he rest in peace and rise in glory.

Fr Geoffrey Parfitt 

Born: 23 May 1937
Ordained: 20 April 1968 
Died: 19 December 2020

Fr Geoffrey Parfitt was born on 23 May 1937. He 
studied for the priesthood at the Pontifical Beda 
College in Rome and was ordained on 20 April 1968 at 
St Mary’s Church, Horsforth for the Diocese of Leeds.

From 1968-73 Fr Parfitt served as Assistant Priest at St Mary’s parish in Halifax. 
From there he moved to the English Martyrs parish at Lupset, Wakefield. In 1975 
Bishop Wheeler appointed him to the staff of St Anne’s Cathedral in Leeds, 
as Master of Ceremonies with responsibility for the Cathedral’s liturgies. He 
had a reputation as a hard taskmaster but the result was that things went like 
clockwork on the sanctuary. Indeed, when Bishop Wheeler died in 1998 one 
of his obituaries noted that during this period the Cathedral became “a sort of 
liturgical showpiece” which demonstrated that the post-Vatican II liturgy was 
“not incompatible with beauty and solemnity”.

In 1982 Fr Parfitt was appointed Parish Priest of the Sacred Heart at Thornton, 
near Bradford and six years later he moved to the parish of the Sacred Heart at 
Broughton, in the Craven district of North Yorkshire. The parish included the St 
Patrick’s Chapel at Earby and the Oratory in Gargrave. His parish church was the 
Chapel of the Sacred Heart attached to Broughton Hall, home of the Tempest 
family since the mid-fifteenth century and one of England’s great Recusant 
houses. He was to remain here for the rest of his life.

From his base at Broughton, Fr Parfitt became a great proponent of the Tridentine 
Mass and of the Latin Mass Society both in the Leeds diocese and further afield. 
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His love of the Mass was always prayerful and without fuss, pomp or ostentation 
and he is fondly remembered by the Society’s membership. In recent times he 
continued to celebrate daily Mass in the Extraordinary Form at Broughton, with 
Sung Mass on the first Sunday of every month.

Fr Parfitt retired from active ministry in 2012 and continued to live at the Manse 
at Broughton. In late 2020 a fall at home led to a period in hospital from where 
he transferred to Threshfield Court Care Home near Grassington. It was here that 
he died in the early hours of Saturday 19 December, aged 83.

A man who enjoyed his own company with his sheep dog Bobby, Fr Parfitt 
was fond of hill walking and the walls of his sitting room were decorated with 
landscapes of hills and mountains. A singular man, Fr Parfitt made a singular 
contribution to the life of the Diocese of Leeds during the more than 50 years 
of his priesthood, and above all to its traditions of liturgy and worship.

May he rest in peace. Amen.

Fr James Clarkson

Born: 9 April 1931
Ordained: 3 April 1965
Died: 2 January 2021

James Clarkson, the son of James and Harriet Clarkson, was born in Wavertree, 
Liverpool, on 9 April 1931. He received his early education at Our Lady’s, 
Wavertree, St Anne’s, Edge Hill, and Old Swan Technical School. Archbishop 
Heenan accepted him as a student for the priesthood and he was sent first to 
Campion House, Osterley, before completing his formation at the Beda College, 
Rome. He was ordained priest at the Basilica of St Paul, Rome, on 3 April 1965. 

Following ordination he served in several parishes as assistant priest: St Edward, 
Wigan; St Paul, West Derby (December 1967); English Martyrs, Litherland (August 
1976) and St Austin, Thatto Heath (December 1982). In January 1985 he was 
asked to take up an appointment as parish priest at St Winefride’s, Bootle. After 
15 years of fruitful labour in Bootle he moved in the summer of 2001 to Holy 
Family, Ince Blundell, as parish priest. In October of the following year he also 
took on responsibility for the parish of St Mary, Little Crosby. 

He retired from active ministry in 2006, though he continued to reside at the 
presbytery at Little Crosby. The following year, however, he took a flat at Ince 
Blundell Hall, where he was cared for by the sisters and staff for the remainder of 
his life. 

May he rest in peace and rise in glory.
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Fr James Earley

Ordained: 15 July 1995 
Died: 21 March 2021

Fr James Earley was a priest of the Diocese of 
Nottingham. What follows are his own reflections on a 
major part of his life.

“From Sailor to …….. I remember as a young boy in 
Ireland sitting in the classroom of the local school and 
marvelling at the map of the world. The maps were there as part of our geography 
lessons. I didn’t realise then that instead of just dreaming about these far-flung 
places, one day I would travel to most of them. This came about in a roundabout 
sort of way. After leaving school I decided to study hotel management and 
eventually found myself working at the Dorchester Hotel in London.

In the fullness of time I got itchy feet and asked a friend: ‘How do you travel and 
still remain in the hotel business?’ I learned that one could do this by travelling 
on passenger ships and I wrote to the P&O Line, as they were known then. 
After a successful interview and medical I sailed on my first voyage, leaving 
Southampton bound for Australia. The ship was called the Oronsay and she was 
the first of many ships in the P&O fleet that I would sail on.

This was the beginning of a wonderful experience for me. In the old days, before 
the concept of cruise holidays, a ship would stay about a week in port giving 
us all an opportunity to really get to know the places we visited. Life on board 
was good and there was a great sense of community. I was promoted quickly, 
because of my hotel training, eventually becoming Fleet Maitre D’Hotel.

I have many happy memories of people I met and places I visited. I worked on 
eight world cruises, visiting many beautiful places and some wonderful cities in 
all continents. I travelled the world from Alaska to Africa, visited all European 
countries that had a port, travelled from China to Russia, Australia to Kobe, 
Singapore to Penang, Vancouver to New York, Tonga to Suva in the Pacific Isles 
and visited many more places.

During my travels I experienced many different cultures and religions and met 
some wonderful and interesting people, even sitting down with North American 
Indians. All in all it was a wonderful experience. You might be asking how I 
came to leave my travelling behind and became a Catholic Priest? Well that is 
a story for another time. But life on board a cruise ship gets you used to living 
in community and was a great preparation for my present role as parish priest 
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in this community. But when I think back to that little classroom with the world 
map on the wall I am grateful that map became very much alive for me.” 

Canon William Isaac

Born: March 1949
Ordained: 23 June 1984 
Died: 28 March 2021

The Rev. Canon William J. Isaac was born in March 1949 
in Pontypridd and was brought up all his life in Cardiff. 
He went to St David’s College, Lampeter to do Theology 
and Biblical Studies and a Diploma in Pastoral Theology and went for further 
studies to Salisbury and Wells Theological College to do a Pastoral Diploma at 
Southampton University.

Canon Isaac studied for the Priesthood at the Pontifical Beda College in Rome 
and served in the parish of Sacred Heart, Morriston. He was appointed Chaplain 
at Cardinal Newman Catholic Comprehensive School, Pontypridd and assisted at 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Mountain Ash, subsequently being appointed Parish Priest 
of St Thomas’s, Abercynon.

In 1995, Canon Isaac was appointed Parish Priest of St Mary’s, Bridgend. During 
his time there, he served as Dean of the Bridgend Deanery and Governor of 
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School and Chairman of Governors of Archbishop 
McGrath Catholic Comprehensive School. He presided over the closure and 
demolition of the old St Mary’s Church in Bridgend and the design, building and 
opening of a new church, presbytery and parish complex.

Canon Isaac was appointed Parish Priest of St Teilo’s with Our Lady of Lourdes in 
February 2014, returning “home” to the area he grew up in. In December 2015 
the Archbishop of Cardiff, the Most Rev. George Stack, appointed him to the 
Chapter of Canons at St David’s Cathedral. The installation ceremony took place 
on Tuesday 1 March 2016, St David’s Day. Prior to the installation ceremony the 
Archbishop wrote a letter to parishioners about the installation and history of 
the Cathedral Chapter.

The body of Canon William Isaac was received into St David’s Cathedral on Easter 
Thursday, 8 April 2021. This was followed by Requiem Mass celebrated by His 
Grace Archbishop George Stack and the Canon’s fellow clergy. The Canon’s body 
remained in the presence of the Lord in the Cathedral overnight on Thursday 
and on Easter Friday, 9 April it was transferred to Belmont Abbey, where the 
Lord Abbot celebrated Mass prior to the Canon’s burial in the monastic grounds.
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Fr Kevin Alban O. Carm.

Professor
Born: 15 June 1958
Profession: 25 March 1996
Ordained: 29 June 2001
Died: 4 May 2021 

See appreciation by Mgr Roderick Strange, pp.11-12

Fr Andrew Carrol, Camillian

Born: 17 October 1931
Ordained: 1996
Died: 3 June 2021

Billie Carroll’s journey began in Bennettsbridge, Co. 
Kilkenny on 17 October 1931. He was the youngest of 
five children born into a very traditional Irish Catholic 
family. His siblings all predeceased him and he would 
laughingly say: “I’m now an orphan in my late eighties” 

Baptised William, he changed his name to Andrew when he entered the novitiate 
in 1961. He made his first profession in Killucan in May 1962 after which he 
went to London where he excelled in his nurse training and qualified as a State 
Registered Nurse in 1965. In that same year he made his Solemn Profession in 
Hexham in the north-east of England.

He worked as a nurse in Perth, Australia for four years and in Hexham for 12 
years. In 1981 he came to Killucan, in Ireland as the Charge Nurse in the Nursing 
Centre. He returned to Hexham as bursar for a five year period. In 1990 he left 
for Tanzania where he spent two years working with our Dutch confreres. While 
there he asked to study for the priesthood and was sent to the Beda College. 
The Beda was referred to by Pope John Paul II as “the College for old men”.

William was ordained in 1996 at the age of 65 with the ordaining bishop 
remarking that he “could now apply for the free travel and the pension”. He 
retained the name Andrew after his ordination as we are Camillian religious first 
and then priests or brothers.

He returned to Hexham for two years. From there he went to Dublin where he 
worked as chaplain in the Mater Misericordia Hospital and at St Luke’s Cancer 
Hospital. He spent the last 20 years of his life working in or from Killucan, either 
as chaplain in Sancta Maria Nursing Home or in the community. 
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Andrew was a very quiet, retiring man. He was to be found regularly in the 
chapel and was ever faithful to his religious duties. Wherever he worked as a 
nurse he was loved by both patients and staff. His faith and understanding of 
the religious life were exceptionally traditional and he preferred to be told or 
sent rather than be consulted re appointments. For him the superior was the 
boss. However, it did help if what he was asked to do fitted into what he himself 
was happy with. Although quiet and retiring he loved a party or a sing song and 
possessed a good singing voice.

The last seven years of his life were very difficult for him personally as he 
suffered from dementia and diabetes. But he was cared for in community with 
great love and respect. 

Ar dheis De’ go raibh h-anam dilis

(May his gentle soul sit at the right hand of God)
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